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Website 
s members will know, our old website has been obsolete for a long time, 

although it still sits there because the password required to access or remove it 

has been lost.   

 Recently, one of our new members, John Win, has taken the initiative to tackle this 

problem.   John is a website expert, and has created a new one for our Club; 

www.waikanaecameraclub.com .  He has also volunteered to keep it up to date and 

refine it as necessary.   

If you have access to the Internet, please take the time to look through its pages.  

Apart from the essential information about the Club, there is a member’s photo 

gallery and a fantastic collection of links to other World galleries.  John has done a 

tremendous job so far, and now he needs our input (See “Our Website” Page 4). 

Editor 

A 

 

Riverwalk 

http://www.waikanaecameraclub.com/
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CLUB NEWS 

July Print and Slide Battle at 

the Levin Club 

hose of us who went to this 

event had a great time.  The 

venue was Thompson House, which 

has been converted from a rather 

stately old home.   

In true democratic fashion, each 

team consisted of members from 

both clubs.  Topics for each “battle” 

were drawn out of a hat.  My 

sympathy was largely with the judge, 

who must have had a real problem in 

choosing from the wide range of 

pictures submitted.  Each submission 

was supported by an “explanation” 

from the photographer, accompanied 

by commentaries from the audience! 

The hospitality from the Levin club 

was superb, with a sumptuous feast 

rounding off the evening.  Our 

thanks to all those involved, and we 

look forward to the next time. 

****************************** 

Collage Night 

’m never sure of the difference 

between a collage and a montage. 

On July 22
nd

, members brought 

along their prints to assemble their 

collages, or submitted the finished 

article for our comments. 

The ones that seemed to be most 

effective were those that followed a 

definite theme.  There is obviously a 

lot of skill and experience required to 

achieve a really outstanding result. 

One that sticks in mind was a 

historic building theme, in which 

facets of the old house were cleverly 

arranged, in some cases with the 

same picture aligned with its mirror 

image to provide a symmetric effect. 

Those of us who indulge in digital 

photography at least have the 

advantage that the montage can be 

prepared without all the careful 

cutting and pasting! 

I found the evening to be a good 

learning experience. 

****************************** 

Wairarapa Experience 

he Wairarapa trip was, we hope, 

the first of many such 

expeditions.   

The ten of us who made the effort 

I’m sure had a great time despite a 

certain drawback in the lighting 

conditions.  However, because it was 

so calm, the time at the Lake Ferry 

coast (not the name of the lake at all) 

was relatively safe and starkly 

dramatic. 

We had also arranged to meet up 

with the Wairarapa club members at 

the pub (where else!) and we 

managed to set up projector and 

slides in the restaurant! 

This enabled us to view possible 

submissions for the club entry into 

the Regional Convention.  It’s quite 

a while since we did this also.  A set 

of B&W prints and a set of slides are 

being entered.  Why not come along 

to the Regional?  It’s bound to be 

fun.  Collect and entry form, and if 

you can’t manage the whole 

weekend at least come for the 

Saturday, (17
th 

- 19
th
 October at 
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Palmerston North).  Increase the 

profile for the Waikanae club! 

Jenny Cochran 

(See also Clive’s contribution on 

Page 6) 

****************************** 

Regional Convention Entry 

Fees – Correction 

Members Please Note 

he following was received from 

Ron Burling, of the PSNZ 

Regional Convention. 

“I note that the Waikanae CC July 

newsletter ("Club News" p.3, col 

2) contains the following paragraphs: 
    "Individuals are also allowed to 

enter at a cost of $12 per entry. 
     The entry category is open." 

 The first does not include the 

definition of "entry" as specified in 

the competition rules for individual 

entry in the exhibition (salon) and 

could be read by your members as 

applying to each print or each slide 

unless they have read the rules of 

entry. 

In fact, individual entry in the 

Exhibition (Salon) is $15 for 2 or 

more images including up to 3 prints 

and/or up to 3 slides (a possible 

maximum of 6 images if 3 of each 

kind are included in the entry). This 

is reduced to $12 where the entry 

comprises only a single image 

(1 print or 1 slide). 
  
In the second case, each individual 

entry may include a combination 

of Pictorial images and/or Nature 

images. 

 It would be appreciated if this could 

be conveyed to those of your club 

who are advising members re the 

individual entry in the competition.” 

Ron Burling 

****************************** 

New Club Members 

ver the last few months, we 

have had a very welcome 

addition to our meetings from 

several newcomers.  Most of these 

visitors have now become full 

members.   

It is therefore our very great pleasure 

to give a formal welcome (belatedly 

in some cases) to: 

 Tim Abbott 

 Karyn Crocker 

Colleen Famularo 

Humphrey Smith 

Pam Watt 

Evan West 

 Sylvia Wheeler 

 John Win 

Some new members are already 

participating in Club competitions 

and other activities.  Karyn has 

traveled the world with a camera, 

and has gained high marks in recent 

competitions.  John has created the 

new club website, and is currently 

delving into digital photography.    

Tim has a lifelong history in 

photography as a journalist and 

magazine photographer.  Colleen is a 

professional photographer based in 

Wellington, and also has a wide 

experience in studio work and TV. 

T O 
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Evan is our youngest member; the 

first (we hope) of many more.  We 

certainly need the enthusiasm and 

fresh ideas of younger minds to 

complement the experience of our 

older members. 

Humphrey was a member of this 

club about ten years ago.  Pam was 

also a member several years ago, and 

now comes with her friend Sylvia “to 

take better pictures, and to learn 

more about the camera and its 

possibilities.” (Don’t we all!). 

All these fresh new minds can only 

help to expand the horizons of the 

club.  We look forward to a long and 

happy association. 

****************************** 

Our Website 

ne of the best features of our 

new Website is that we are able 

to display our pictures in the “picture 

gallery”.  This is a great way to put 

our activities on the world map.  If 

you want to show your prowess or 

shots of your locality to your friends 

in Nova Scotia or Patagonia, what 

better way to do it! 

John Win’s suggestion is that we use 

the gallery to display examples of the 

pictures that do well in the 

competitions.  There are other 

approaches that are also valid, and 

we will need to give this some 

thought.   

For instance we could have periodic 

exhibitions devoted to a particular 

theme, or to the work of one or more 

club members.  Maybe we should 

arrange to discuss these issues at 

both club and committee level. 

John has offered to scan any photos 

submitted in negative, transparency 

or print form.  So don’t feel inhibited 

if your only digits are your fingers 

and toes! 

We also need member’s ideas on 

additions and enhancements to the 

site.  It is, after all, a prototype at the 

moment.   

(Comments to John Win please) 

****************************** 

Club Events in August 

n our first meeting in August 

(12
th
), we will be hearing from 

Paul Gummer and a student from the 

photography course at UCOL.  

Personally, I didn’t even know what 

UCOL stood for until I saw a note 

about the Universal College of 

Learning in the brochure for the 

Regional Convention.  This should 

be a really interesting evening. 

Tuesday the 12
th

 is also the day for 

submitting entries for the “How 

Bizarre” competition.  Following our 

normal procedure, these entries will 

be judged on August 26
th
 by Stella 

Daniels, who is well known to most 

of us, and who will have a 

challenging task ahead of her! 

****************************** 

Inter-Club Print Battle 

e seem to have a problem in 

finding a date that is suitable 

to all the clubs that have been 

invited.  At the moment, only one 

club (Karori) will be available on 9
th
 

September as originally planned.  

More in next month’s Newsletter. 
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Tea Roster for July/August 

Please note changes from List 

                        Milk           Biscuits 

August 12: Cedric Colleen 

 Harris Famularo 

August 26: Gail Hugh 

 Butler Scott 

September 9: Peter Herman 

 Ellis Visser 

***************************

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 

The Wairarapa Field Trip 

 must admit that when the idea of a photographic expedition to the Wairarapa 

was introduced to the camera club calendar, I thought, “Yeah, you’ll be lucky”.  

But it did take place, it was well organised, and it was well attended. The weather 

did not fully co-operate but it was still a fun weekend. 

The party met at the blue gum in Greytown. The tree was transported from 

Wellington in a wheelbarrow leaving when it was only three. Probably older when 

it got to Greytown. We were nine in total, 6 club members, Nick, and two artistes. 

We had a programme, discussed over a coffee at the unlikely Corner Café.  

Step one on the programme, old buildings in Greytown. Tripods and umbrellas 

blocking the footpath, arguments with Asian tourists on the benefits of digital 

cameras, trying to take photographs of the older members under signs “Antiques”; 

and the misty rain rendering Greytown grey. 

Next stop lunch. Lunch in strange towns is always a problem. Having tour managed 

on several occasions, nothing divides a party more than deciding where to eat. But 

the gods smiled, the somewhat seedy Corner Café, painted mustard yellow over 

pinex turned out to supply lovely soup and fresh bread, or a range of pies straight 

out of the oven. Pronounced excellent by the pie afiçianado’s. 

We then took the road down the western side of Lake Wairarapa to a small church 

standing isolated by itself. Why the vandals have left it alone I do not know but it is 

a lovely little building. Some concern expressed by one of the organisers about 

where to find the key but it is hidden in the door lock which made it easy. Great 

stained glass windows but difficult to photograph. Getting a clear shot through all 

the photographers was almost impossible. 

On to Lake Ferry, with an occasional Brou Ha Ha when the car in front of the 

convoy decided to stop for a photo shot. Club Pres almost had Trip Organiser as a 

bonnet mascot at one stage. Lake Ferry was wild and passionate straight out of 

Wuthering Heights if it was on a sea shore. Which it wasn’t, but never mind. Great 

rolling surf sweeping over the sand bar; and nearly a photographer engrossed upon 

their view finder.  

I 
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Dinner, as in the programme was scheduled for the Lake Ferry Hotel. Great, 

organised, pre-planned places to eat was a good idea. (See comments re lunch.) It 

was supposed to be a place to take photos of the sun going down over Lake Ferry, 

but it didn’t. Photographs of beer froth were a possibilty, but nobody seemed to 

think of that.  

Three members of the Masterton Camera Club joined us for dinner. Well actually 

we were hungry and had finished before they arrived but that was Ok. They had 

some interesting ideas; they are much more isolated and do not have the same 

range of judges and speakers that we enjoy. 

The accommodation at Featherston was excellent, given its modest cost. Some 

members tested the limits of the circuit breakers with combinations of heaters, 

electric blankets and jugs. Nearly found the circuit breaker’s location to restore 

power but nearly is not close enough. Compensated by supplying long leads which 

inexplicably happened to be in their car. 

The programme did go a little bit astray on Sunday morning. The original 

intention of returning via the Pahiatua track did look a bit daunting and there is a 

wind farm much closer to Martinborough. Some people were unable to stay for the 

two days and the group really took off in different directions. 

I thought that it was a great weekend. I did not take any marvellous photos but I 

enjoyed trying. It was interesting to observe the approach of other club members 

and to try to work out what they were looking for. The range of gear was 

interesting, with more large format cameras than I expected. I felt out of it pottering 

around with a point and shoot.  

Would I go again if a similar trip was organised next year?…..Yes. 

What would I organise differently?………..Not a lot.  

 A list of cell phones would have been useful. 

 An early morning call to go out at sunrise, Yeah right? 

 A Friday night start …maybe. 

Who should go on the trip?……. I really think that less experienced photographers 

would get a lot out of it. We could arrange a buddy system to answer questions and 

make suggestions, and to listen to ideas. 

My grateful thanks to the organisers, Jenny and Hugh and all those people who also 

helped but I did not know about.  

We should organise a tie to look at the results. 

Clive Baker (typed with one hand twisted up his back) 

Editors comment – Thanks Clive, I’ll twist the other arm next time!
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Focus Pocus 

uring a tutorial session on digital imaging the other day, I was asked “What is 

an unsharp mask?”  “Where did the name come from?” 

The name seems to be a contradiction, since the unsharp mask is used to sharpen an 

image.  The term originated in the early days of film photography, and as far as 

I’ve been able to discover, it involved creating a more out-of-focus image of the 

original (slightly blurred) transparency or negative.   

This image was then used to mask the original, in such a way as to subtract the 

mask from the original transparency.  The result was a sharper but flatter (less 

contrasty) picture, which then had to be contrast-enhanced to produce the final 

version.  I’m sure that a much clearer and more detailed description could be given 

by any of our black-and-white experts, but the process must surely have meant a 

whole lot of work. 

The name “unsharp mask” has carried over into the new world of digital image 

processing, and the unsharp mask filter can be found in most of the better known 

software packages such as Adobe Photoshop. 

It is generally accepted that the digital version of the unsharp mask is preferable to 

the simpler digital sharpening filters, partly because it allows the user to have more 

control.  Basically, it uses the computer to perform the same task as the original 

film process.  This works fine for small improvements in image sharpness, but as 

any user will know, if it is overdone, then the result is an increase in graininess of 

the image, and a “striping” effect along the higher contrast edges. 

An alternative to this approach is to estimate the “blurring function” that caused the 

picture to be blurred in the first place.  This may be caused by an out-of-focus lens, 

or for instance by camera or subject movement at the time of exposure.  If this 

blurring function can be estimated, a small mathematical array of numbers (inverse 

function) can be calculated, which is then used to multiply each block of pixels in 

the digital image.  This process is known as “deconvolution”. 

Deconvolution is theoretically (and practically) capable of doing a better job of 

sharpening a picture than any other method.  However, it should be remembered 

that whatever method you use, the computer can never re-create detail that has been 

truly lost in the original image.  The mathematical process is complicated, and I’ve 

sometimes wondered if any software companies might have produced a simple–to-

use package for the PC.  

While researching the unsharp mask problem on the Internet, I came across a 

company that advertises what appears to be just such a package.  Its name is 

(needless to say) “Focus Magic”, and its internet address is www.focusmagic.com. 

The package can be downloaded for a free trial, and used as a stand-alone or as a 

Photoshop plug-in.  I haven’t tried it yet, but other members might like to try it out 

for themselves. 

Editor

D 

http://www.focusmagic.com/
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Waikanae Camera Club Competitions:        Entry Form 

Photographer’s Name: Grade: (Colour Prints) 

Grade: (Slides) 

Set Subject: Grade: (Monochrome) 

Date:  

Titles of Photographs Entered Type* Set/Open 

Subject 

   

   

   

   

   

   

* Colour print, Monochrome print or Slide          (Maximum of 3 per type) 

The Waikanae Camera Club 

PO Box 222, Waikanae. 

or visit our Website: 

www.waikanaecameraclub.com 


