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hat type of mat do you prefer to see your pictures  mounted in?  What colour 

should it be?  How big should it be relative to the image size?  This topic 

seems to cause quite a bit of controversy between clubs and between club 

members.  The traditional approach seems to be a small image in a large white 

surround.  A more modest size is acceptable, but the white or off-white colour 

tends to be mandatory for many external competitions. 

In my efforts to push the boundaries, I once submitted some club competition prints 

with orange coloured mats, and was lucky to get away without being lynched!  

Admittedly these were not aesthetically attractive, but there are occasions when a 

picture packs more punch when seen against a dark background.  Is black the only 

alternative?  Or should we continue to explore the options? 

Editor 

On the Mat 

W 

Hard at Work 
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Waikanae Camera Club Competition Results for March 2005 

(Top marks only)  

Subject:  “The Wow Factor”  

Judge:  Sal Criscillo 

Colour Prints 

  A Grade 

Karyn Crocker “Turkish Sisters” 8 

Rex Morgan “Skytower” 8 

Jenny Cochran “Reflections in Car Bumper” 7 

Hugh Scott “Ready for the Carnival” 7 

 B Grade 

Shona Jaray “And he went…” 8 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Monochrome Prints 

 A Grade 

Bill Harris “The Wall” 7 

Hugh Scott “Lanterns on Ridgeway Street” 7 

Herman Visser “Stump Detail” 7 

Herman Visser “Past Glory” 7 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Slides 

 A Grade 

Jenny Cochran “Train Station” 8 

Scott Stevenson “Yellow Light” 8 

Hugh Scott “Heian Shrine” 7 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Members’ Choice: Rex Morgan         “Skytower” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 



Page 3 

hank you to judge Sal Criscillo for all the thought and effort put into 

considering our images and converting them for the digital screen.  I have Sal’s 

written comments on each of the photos, so ask me if you wish to consult them.  

Thanks also to Peter for setting up the digital display. 

There was a total of 52 images from 17 entrants, so that looks a bit of a record for 

recent times.  Perhaps there will be even more next time after members have 

figured out the whys and wherefores of  “ambiguities and/or incongruities”. 

Thank you to all members who submitted work, particularly for a “new” subject.  

There were some lovely shots, perhaps some were more orientated to an “open” 

category.  Thanks again to Sal for showing us your own images. 

Competition Secretary – Jenny 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Club News

T 

The Photographic Society of New Zealand 

Congratulations are due to: 

Nick Clark for receiving his Honours (Licenciate) recently. 

Dot Horne for gaining the PSNZ gold medal and Shirley Peverill 

trophy for Photojournalism at the 54
th
 National Exhibition.  Her entry 

was entitled “Military Funeral” and a monochrome version can be 

seen below. 

Jenny Cochran for six acceptances at the National Exhibition: 

  5 Open Slides: “The Wink” 

    “Cascade” 

    “Untitled” 

    “Breggfast” 

    “Soaring” 

 

  1 Open Print: “Before Graffiti”  
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Explore Wellington by Night 

his field trip was quite 

successful even if most of it did 

take place in broad daylight! 

Those  of us that went chose to 

arrive early to see the “Unseen 

Worlds” exhibition at the museum of 

the City and the Sea.  This is well 

worth a visit, with fascinating photos 

of deep-sea creatures, microscopic 

animals and photomicrographs taken 

in the geothermal areas. 

The next move was to refuel at the 

Fisherman’s Table restaurant in 

Oriental Bay, with an outside table 

on a beautiful sunny evening.  (See 

front page photo!). 

Most of the subsequent photography 

was spent in and around Oriental 

Bay, catching the last of the sun. 

Multi-projector Night 

he first meeting in March was a 

notable event as expected. 

The Barretts of Stratford put on a 

superb display of slides, 

accompanied by very appropriate 

music (I liked the Sibelius).  The 

presentations were each centered on 

a different theme, and the double 

projector format gave a tremendous 

sense of continuity.  The whole show 

must have taken many years to put 

together and clearly represented a 

huge effort. 

It was good to see so many visitors 

from other clubs at this event.   We 

T 

T 

 

Military Funeral – Dot Horne 
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look forward to more opportunities 

to get together in the future. 

***************************** 

Field Trip in May 

t the last club meeting, we 

discussed the possibility of 

making an overnight trip to the 

Rimutaka Forest park and to the seal 

colony at Turakirae head on the 

Cook Strait coast. 

Unfortunately, since that time, there 

has been 400mm of rain in one day 

over the area, resulting in floods and 

washouts. 

The coast road from Wainuiomata 

has been washed away in several 

places, and three of the bridges on 

the path in to the Orongorongo 

valley have also been destroyed. 

Several huts near to the hut that we 

would have stayed in have been 

washed down the hill and into the 

river. 

First estimates are that it will be 

several months before the area will 

be fit for the average walker, and 

even car access seems uncertain. 

Unfortunately, therefore, we will 

have to revise our plans and this will 

be a subject for discussion at the next 

meeting. 

***************************** 

Hands-on Workshop 

on’t forget to bring your camera 

and/or items to photograph to 

the next meeting (12
th
 April). 

We will also need suitable lighting 

and background material.  The aim is 

to help members to improve their 

abilities and understanding of the 

whole process of indoor (close-up) 

photography. 

For myself, the ability to produce a 

really good portrait would be a big 

step forward.  My recent efforts at 

self-portraiture for a passport 

photograph would have been more 

suitable for the Chamber of Horrors! 

I look forward to learning how to get 

it right! 

***************************** 

Monochrome Group 

he first monochrome group 

meeting of the year will be held 

at 7.30pm on Tuesday 19
th
 April at 

Simon Forsyth’s studio, 2 Waiheke 

St., Waikanae Beach. 

Any enquiries about this group 

should be addressed to Herman 

Visser, Tel: 04 902 4097. 

Herman has indicated that this year’s 

meetings will tend to cover more 

advanced topics than previously, in 

line with the very considerable skills 

that our monochrome enthusiasts 

already have.  However, this should 

not deter beginners, since the group 

makes every effort to cover the 

needs of people at all levels. 

It is interesting to note that the 

growth in digital techniques has 

opened up new possibilities for 

processing monochrome photos, now 

that negatives are routinely scanned 

and digitally printed.  Maybe the 

monochrome and digital groups 

should get together to explore some 

of these new avenues. 

***************************** 

Digital Photography Group 

A 

D 

T 
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he second meeting of the year 

for this group was Tuesday, 5 

April, and the next one will be on 

Tuesday, 3
rd

 May, at 7.30 pm at 

Peter Ellis’s, 395 Te Moana Road, 

Waikanae. 

At each meeting, we aim to cover 

topics previously suggested by our 

members. 

Last time we looked at: 

 Image sharpening techniques. 

 Colour fidelity (the accuracy 

with which colours can be 

copied using a digital camera). 

The main topic for the next meeting 

will be the use of layers in Adobe 

Photoshop. 

***************************** 

Tea Roster for April/May 

 

12 April 

Milk: 

Nigel Alderton 

 

Biscuits: 

Nick Clark 

 

26 April 

Milk: 

Simon Forsyth 

 

Biscuits: 

Bernie Fraiser 

 

10 May 

Milk: 

Cedric Harris 

 

Biscuits: 

Bill Harris 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Quote from "Thinking Photography" edited by Victor Burgin 

he quote is from "Critique of the image" by Umberto Eco who also wrote "The 

Name of the Rose"  

"From Pierce through Morris, to the various positions of semiotics today, the iconic 

sign has cheerfully been spoken of as a sign possessing some properties of the 

object represented. Now a simple phenomenological inspection of any 

representation, either a drawing or a photo shows us that an image possesses none 

of the properties of the object represented; and the motivation of the iconic sign, 

which appears to us as indisputable, opposed to arbitrariness of the verbal sign, 

disappears - leaving us with the suspicion that the iconic sign, too, is completely 

arbitrary, conventional and unmotivated. 

A closer inspection of the data, however, leads at once to a concession: iconic signs 

reproduce some of the conditions of perception, correlated with normal perceptive 

codes. In other words we perceive the image as a message referred to a given code, 

but this is the normal perceptive code which presides over our every act of 

cognition." 

I am sure that this will be of great assistance to judges.    

– Clive Baker – 

I’m sure that Clive will be happy to translate this for us at the next meeting! Ed. 

T 

T 
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Problem Corner 

his is a continuation of last month’s Problem Corner concerning the exacting 

problem of copying watercolour paintings.  Previous efforts with two different 

makes of digital camera resulted in a lack of colour fidelity when the photo-copy 

was compared with the original. 

The next move was to make a comparison with a film camera, and accordingly 36 

exposures were made using a 100 ISO negative film and getting the processed film 

scanned at the local photographic shop.  Although the prints made from the film 

showed different colour discrepancies from the digital camera prints, the result 

could not be said to be an improvement on the digital prints. 

At this point my artist friend supplied me with a palette of all the principal colours 

used in her paintings.  So far I have photographed this palette with four digital 

cameras.  When displayed on the screen and printed, the result clearly shows that 

certain colours differ to the extent that some adjacent pairs cannot be distinguished 

from each other.  In particular, the reds and magentas tend to blend together.  

Attempts to rectify this by adjusting the colour balance were to no avail, and only 

succeeded in making the other colours worse. 

These results show that the colour fidelity of both digital and film cameras cannot 

be taken for granted.  For “normal” applications this doesn’t matter a great deal, 

since the human eye will accommodate small changes of hue, assuming that it does 

not have to make a direct comparison with the original scene.  Providing that a 

digital camera is capable of distinguishing between the principal colours, it is 

theoretically possible to use the computer to make near-perfect prints by translating 

the colours with the aid of a “lookup-table” that converts the colours of each pixel 

to give a close match to the original. 

The plan now is to conduct the “palette test” with as many different digital cameras 

as possible, to see if one can be found that at least can separate the colours.  The 

same tests can be applied to different film types.  Once an adequate colour 

separation is achieved, the colour fidelity may be acceptable.  If not, the lookup-

table method would also be needed, and would require access to equipment such as 

a reflectance spectrophotometer. 

It is interesting to note that, once a camera has been shown to achieve near-perfect 

colour fidelity, this could be as good a selling point as other features such as the 

megapixel resolution and the optical zoom range. 

I will keep you posted as the drama progresses. 

 

Editor 

T 
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CONTACTS:  Tel 

Newsletter 

Editor: 

Peter Ellis 

 

904 

1881 

peter.ellis@paradise.net.nz  

Treasurer: Katherine 

Alderton 

902 

0636  

raumatiphotos@paradise.net.nz  

Secretary: Colleen 

Famularo 

905 

9871 

 colleenphoto@xtra.co.nz  

President: Hugh 

Scott 

904 

6433 

hughscott@paradise.net.nz  

Competition 

Secretary: 

Jenny 

Cochran 

237 

4561 

  

 

 

 

Waikanae Camera Club Competitions:        Entry Form 

Photographer’s Name: Grade: (Colour Prints) 

Grade: (Slides) 

Set Subject: Grade: (Monochrome) 

Date:  

Titles of Photographs Entered Type* Set/Open 

Subject 

   

   

   

   

   

   

* Colour print, Monochrome print or Slide          (Maximum of 2 per type) 

The Waikanae Camera Club 

PO Box 222, Waikanae. 

or visit our Website: 

www.waikanaecameraclub.com 
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