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CONTACTS

Soon after I came to Wellington in 1970, this man was outside what was then the 
South British Insurance building handing out religious tracts in a relentlessly 
charming way. He got few takers and incalculable knockbacks. I thought he was long-
gone, but the other day, there he was, evangelising on the same spot, and looking only 
a little bit older. I swear the trilby is the original. So, for posterity, I took this snap of 
the passing parade, which, I suppose, is also a comment on our times.

Such social documentary has always been a main function of photography, so it is a 
pity little is featured at club level. 

That said, we were treated to some excellent abstracts last month. I thought Stella 
Daniell’s selection of her own work particularly notable, and on a personal note it was 
a great pleasure, as a former colleague, to renew my association with this fine camera 
artist. 

The editor

The passing parade



Club competition results for March 2006

Subect:Abstract - Judge: Stella Daniell

Top marks only. 47 entries form 11 members

Transparencies A Grade

Jenny Cochran “The Way Up” 8
Bill Harris “A Sea of Red” 6

B Grade

Shona Jaray “Low Light” 7

Monochrome Prints A Grade

Peter Beddek “Wave Form” 9
Hugh Scott “Stonehenge, Aotearoa” 9

B Grade

Neil Gordon “Frozen Fountain” 9

Open

Shona Jaray “Vianna” 9

Colour Prints A Grade

Peter  Beddek “Iron” 9
Jenny Cochran “Chives Abstract” 9
Jenny Cochran “Aquilegia Abstract” 9
Peter Beddek “Ripple” 8  
Rex Morgan “Mirage by the Tide” 8
Hugh Scott “Daffodil with Ripples” 8

B Grade

Neil Gordon “Paua Pattern” 9

Members’ Choice

Peter Beddek “Wave Form”
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One of my private pursuits is photographing at rodeos. This is one of many 
pics from the event at Wanganui on March 25. Young riders like this are born 
into families of several generations of successful rodeo riders. There’s  
commitment, dedication and training with many sacrifices being made in 
pursuit of precision riding and an almost enviable lifestyle.  The culture is one 
of comradeship and friendliness not often found in other equestrian 
disciplines.  This becomes an important reason for me to photograph at least 
one rodeo in a year.- Dot Horne

FOR SALE

Practical Photography Magazine.  
50 issues from between 1998 to 
2003.  
The ads may be out of date but the 
technical and artistic information 
is still great.
$100.00 the lot.

Peter Beddek Tel 298 8787

Digital group

At the April meeting, Dot Horne  gave 
the digital group a rundown on some of 
the Photoshop techniques she, Peter 
Beddek and Shona Jaray studied in 
Wellington recently, including the use of 
blending modes and overlays. 

Peter Ellis also backed this up by 
showing how LAB could be used to 
make dramatic colour changes to just 
specific areas of an image without 
affecting the background.
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How the Internet helps my photography

Much of my photographic education has come from various photography sites on the 
Internet.  The attraction is that initially you can make a fool of yourself to people 
whom you will never meet.  These same people also provide valuable technical 
advice that would be hard to get elsewhere. I post to a number of Internet sites 
including:
Photoblink.com, Photo.net,Betterphoto.com,Passionforpixels.com.au

Primarily I use Photoblink.com which is basically a community of current and retired 
professionals, enthusiasts of all levels and rank beginners.  Photoblink has nearly 
8,000 registered users and is a competitive site in that all photos posted are scored 
and rated as is the photographer.  Critiques and comments are provided for every 
shot posted and awards given for “Photo of the Day”, week, month and those that 
make the top 100.  

I have found that by being a regular contributor you start to develop a relationship 
with others around the world based on photography.  An example is a real gentleman 
and retired National Geographic photographer who is only too happy to pass on tips 
and workflows.  This comes gradually and is based on consistency and integrity in 
your own work.  Like any such medium, photo forums have their cowboys and the 
usual egotists but it surprising how quickly they are identified and jumped on.

The greatest benefit I receive from Photoblink is being able to post shots that I am 
not totally sure of and receiving advice as to how I can clean them up; a better crop; 
better Photoshop processing etc.

If you are interested give it a go.  Try the above web sites and have a look around.  If 
you would like to have a look through my gallery in Photoshop try this link  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.photoblink.com/net/mshop.aspx?uid=9274" 
http://www.photoblink.com/net/mshop.aspx?uid=9274

If I can help please give me a call.

     Wave  Form
           by Peter Beddek

Peter Beddek reveals...

Crossing the Nullarbor

by Karyn Crocker

I was with a group that was the first to cross the Nullarbor 
in a London double-decker bus. That’s Adelaide to Perth, 
2000km and one straight 200kms long!

The bus trip actually started at Sydney and went via 
Canberra, Melbourne, Gundagai (where we saw the dog -
on -the -tucker -box), as well as the site of Ned Kelly’s 
last stand.

Eventually we reached Adelaide  and the Borossa Valley, 
then Port Augusta onto long roads and nearly 500 kms of 
pastoral land - sheep and wheat growing .

When we got to the start of the long road that crosses the 
vast Nullarbor plain, the orange earth was covered in sage 
brush and as it had rained for days, everything was 
flowering - lavendar coloured blooms,white daisies and 
mauve flowers on a dark green scrub. Wombat holes had 
collapsed in the wet and there was not a ‘roo’ to be seen.

A world on fire
Passing near the Australia Bight and white silica sands, 
the desert looked alive and when the sun set, the edge of 
the world seemed on fire. There were flocks of galahs and 
crows as we neared Cocklebiddy and I recall that when we 
entered Western Australia we had to throw all our fruit 
away because of quarantine rules.

We travelled through Kalgoorlie, the richest square mile in 
the world, the Aussies claim, For 250sq miles there were 
dead trees and tufted grass - hard timber trees being used 
for mine pit props. 

In the desert light the scene can change dramatically from 
hour to hour, never mind day to day. The flowers, birds, 
animals, the people and the country are so extraordinary 
and the camera can only catch a minute part of it all.
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5Club Battle 

 The five club battle 
will be at The Karori 
Arts and Craft 
Centre on August 
16. The subjects are 
as follows:
 Wrecks
At night
Seaside
Triptych (3 pictures 
as 1)
Flash (NOT camera 
flash)
Sports action
Teeth
Worn by time
Fun
Food
Infra-red
Within 40 cm of the 
ground
Repetition
Street people
Chocolate box cliché
Vertical panorama
 
The pictures are to 
be print and should 
be able to be 
displayed so that 
they can be viewed 
by an audience. 
Although there is no 
fixed maximum size 
please take into 
consideration space 
limitations.
 
There are 16 subjects 
and 10 - 14 will be 
chosen on the night.
There is no age limit 
on photos, but the 
Karori Club hopes to 
see lots of fresh 
work. 
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We were most fortunate to have Stella Daniell to judge for us as she specialises in 
abstract work and exhibits both here and abroad. It was very good to see a selection 
of her images after the judging.  Thank you very much Stella, for that and for your 
comments, suggestions and evaluations of our submissions.

Abstract is a relatively new area for some of our members and I think this evening 
will encourage more of us into this fascinating aspect of photography. Do think 
carefully about the titles for the Wellington Battle (See page 4). If you have, or can 
take something extra special, please let us know or bring it along any time. We need 
one superb shot for each topic.

Jenny Cochran
 

 Aquilegia Abstract - Jenny Cochran
 

Digital Photography Hacks:
by Derrick Story
(available from Paraparaumu Public 
Library)

It’s subtitled, “100 Industrial-Strength 
Tips & Tools”.

I found it quite a helpful book to 
browse. It has chapters on Digital 
Camera attachments (ever thought of 
using a magnifying loupe as an LCD 
shade?), daytime methods, night-time 
hacks, flash, using your computer, 
Photoshop tricks, camera-phone tricks, 
and weekend photo projects.

While many of the hints will seem 
obvious to those familiar with film 
photography there are a number of  
useful sections. For example,the hack 
gave different ways of including the 
moon in your shots. He also explains 
how to use Photoshop’s healing and 
history brushes very clearly.

And how’s this for an idea for travellers?  
When you are in a country where you 
don’t know the language, photograph a 
taxi, bus, train station, etc. Then you can 
use your camera as a visual phrase book 
to request directions. In Japan you could 
even photograph the picture of a meal 
outside a restaurant and then use your 
camera to order it!

Hugh Scott

Encouraging our abstract efforts

Fresh Water Photo Competition

South Waikato

Jenny Cochran: 2 Acceptances
Monochrome Print: “One Precious Drop”
Colour Print: “Waterworks”

The 2006

Nationals

This year, there was a 
record number of 
entries. Interestingly, 
the number of slide 
entries increased also.

Peter Beddek: 
5 Acceptances 

Open ColourPrints :

“Storm Front

“Chard Farm Winery”
“Open Wide”
“Meditation”
“Arrowtown 6am            

Jenny Cochran: 
3 Acceptances
Open Slides: 
“Fractured Trees”

Open Prints: 
“ Chives”
“Just Hanging Out”

President resigns
Most of you will know by now that Clive Baker has 
resigned as club president. He said that personal issues 
prevent him from doing justice to the role at this time. 
However, Clive will remain a member and wishes to 
continue to assist new members as he has done in the 
past. He has offered to help the committee in special 
tasks. 

The first part of the April 11 meeting will be devoted to 
discussing the leadership situation and hopefully electing 
a new president.

work. 

 

Are there any foolproof ways 
to get brilliant results with 
flash? After Simon Forsyth’s 
presentation on the topic last 
month the answer is probably 
no.  In the end it comes down 
to knowing your equipment, 
using flash sparingly (like 
lipstick, someone once said) 
and experimenting. In fact, lots 
of pros avoid flash.

How can you improve the 
odds?.

* In group shots, get the 
subjects as far away from the 
wall as possible. Angle the 
flash to minimise shadows.

* Make sure the gun’s angle of 
coverage in sufficient.

* Remember digital is a bit 
like slide; there’s no latitude in 
the bright areas.

* With fill flash go at least one 
stop less than the ambient light 
- try even two stops less.

* Use bounce-light. 

*The bigger the gun, the 
better. 

Hugh Scott also showed us a 
natty light tent for macro work 
and explained how front and 
rear synch affected the 
photography of movement. 
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Power tips and tools

For fossickers

Try Archway Books at Pukerua Bay and 
Arty Bees in Courtenay Place for some 
good second-hand photography book 
gems.

Flash pointers
Power tips and tools


