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CONTACTS

Corridor, Hataitai. Photo- Tim Abbott                                                  

Marketing our talents
Overleaf we record the death of Humphrey Smith. For a small club the loss of such 
talented and involved people is a blow. Yet, there have been some hopeful signs of 
growth lately,or at least the potential for it, and certainly the digital meetings have 
been very well attended. 

We can be sure there are many of all ages “out there” who desire to know how to 
exploit this rapidly evolving technology. They are often intimidated by 
computerese, yet want to get better results than a basic machine print. 

Fortunately, we have a pool of people with the ability to help those daunted by 
digital post-production. We’ve also got members who have been producing quality 
work at a national level and know how to make a photo shine. A good basis on 
which to sell our club, I would say. 

The editor
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Finding centre on a matt
Put the print in the upper left corner of 
your matt

“A-A” is half the distance from print to 
the right hand edge of the matt.

“B-B” is half the distance from the 
bottom of the print to the bottom of the 
matt.

Point “C” which intersects the line 
“A-A”  will be the lower right hand 
corner of your centred image.

    A

A

B      B

C

Mr Pi & Mr Lu
Simon Forsyth’s photo of 
these two guys portering a 
portaloo took me back about 
30 years to when a colleague 
and I visited the Chinese 
Embassy in Wellington.

We were ushered into a 
sanctum by two functionaries 
in Mao suits and were 
blandished with pleasantaries 
in impenetrable English. 
Protocol required  us to down 
cup after cup of Jasmin tea.

As you can imagine, after an 
hour of this, and with trade 
talks getting nowhere, things 
were becoming strained, 
particularly bladders.

In desperation, my colleague 
asked’”Where is the loo?”

“Ah”, came the reply,” I Pi 
and he is Lu”.  - Ed

Have loo, will travel. - Photo Simon Forsyth

Humphrey had been absent from our meetings for several months due to illness, 
but it still came as a shock to learn of his death.   Humphrey was a popular and 
talented member of the club and could always be relied on to provide help 
where needed.

Sometimes you only discover the hidden depths of someone when they’ve 
gone.  At Humphrey’s funeral service we learned of his wide-ranging interests 
and history, from his time in the RAF in the UK, his migration to New 
Zealand, his passion for restoring old motorbikes and for building boats, as 
well as his skills as a photographer.  Above all, he was a much-loved family 
man.  

Humphrey, we will all miss your enthusiasm, your unique range of skills and 
your great contribution to this club during your years with us.

Finally, I was pleased that so many of us were able to attend the funeral. The 
club as a whole, of course, extends its condolencies to the family.
 

Peter Ellis, President

Humphrey Smith with Scott Stevenson and Hugh Scott at a club outing

Humphrey Smith - a versatile life

The editor
 

Tales of the estuary
Thanks to Mike Peryer for his most 
informative slide show about the birds of the 
Waikanae estuary. It has made a walk around 
the lagoon seem so much more interesting.
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Carterton’s 
Stonehenge

Celestial 

computer

Just outside Carterton you can visit our very own version of the famous 
Stonehenge on Salisbury Plain. I photographed the original about 45 years ago, on 
a damp, misty November afternoon and visited our local version in the clear noon 
sun. No comparison either between ancient stones and a thoroughly modern 
concrete structure without a spectre of druid. 

The Carterton version is not a replica but an adaptation designed for the precise 
latitude and longitude of its place in the Wairarapa. giving an amazingly 
interesting insight into how a henge works. I was surprised to learn that there are 
hundreds of henges, or stone circles, worldwide. These were the first computers 
providing a seasonal calendar for important dates in the ancient farming and 
religious year. 

This henge is the brainchild of Richard Hall, one of New Zealand’s leading 
astronomers. He gave our party an audio visual talk and a conducted tour with an 
entertaining sprinkling of astronomy, myth and legend. We learned, for example, 
that the star signs as used in newspaper horoscopes may be 1000 years out of 
date.I thought I was Cancer, but I’m actually under Sagitarius.

If you look at my  photo you can see uprights outside the circle. There are three to 
the east and three to the west marking the rising and setting of the sun at the 
summer and winter solstices and the equinoxes.  Within the circle is an obelisk, 
which at midday, New Zealand Standard Time, throws a shadow on a long narrow 
tiled floor marked to show the months of the year. It is fascinating to watch how 
fast this shadow moves.

You need a wide lens for this, at least 28mm on an SLR and getting up a ladder 
would be better. Best of all would be a shoot at dawn or sunset.I am sure  you 
could make an arrangement.

7-10 July.Ronald Woolf Memorial 
Trust “Celebration Photography”. 
Workshops, master classes and 
exhibitions.Presenters include 
Pulitzer prizewinner, Melanie 
Burford
Details:Noel.Hall@xtra.co.nz

   *
15th annual NZ photojournalism 
competition
Entries close 30 July. 
Phone/Fax 03 385 9054 

               *
Two-day course on colour 
management by David Harradine. 
13&14 July at the Duxton Hotel, 
Wellington. 
Attend one day for $265 or both for 
$480. Details at:
www.whack.com.au

    *
Peter McLeavy Gallery in Cuba St, 
Wellington currently featuring 
photography by Laurence Aberhart. 

               *
Within Memory: Aspects of NZ 
documentary photography 1960-
2000 - at the National Library 
Wellington to July 16.

What’s on 
A Bit of Beach Culture, June 18
The Great MORE  FM Polar Plunge, 
mid winter swim at Waikanae Beach at 
11am near the boating club, Waimea 
Road.

                  *
June 20 -August 4
Somalian journalist and photographer 
Amina Daud Timayare has documented 
the experience of the people of the Horn 
of Africa - Somalia, Ethiopia and 
Kenya. Images at the Settlers gallery on 
Britannia Street (next to Petone Library) 
opens on World Refugee Day, at 
2.30pm on June 20 and then Mondays 
to Fridays 10am to 2pm and by 
arrangement until August 4.

                 

*
Kapa Haka 2005, June 21
Official opening.  A photographic 
exhibition from the Te Matatini 
National Kapa Haka Festival hosted by 
Rangitane in 2005.  At Aratoi Museum 
of Art and History, Cnr Bruce & Dixon 
Streets, Masterton.  Starts at 4pm.  For 
more information phone 06 377 1379 or 
027 461 5373.

Tim Abbott

ACT ION/MOVEMENT

Time to take those pix for 

the next  competition

Entries due July 11
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3/6/06
Switzerland was wonderful.  
We've been in England for two 
weeks now. It is sunny and warm - 
20 degeees C.today, after a week of  
changeable weather.

The first Sunday here we went to 
the local church and were 
introduced to a couple who said 
they had relatives living in 
Waikanae whom they had visited. 
Their relatives lived in a long road 
with a Maori name. Of course it 
was Te Moana Road. I asked if the 
relative's name was Peter. Sure 
enough it was, and he is Keith 
Ellis, Peter's cousin.!

Last week we visited Lacock 
Abbey, home of Fox-Talbot. I was 
allowed to  photograph "that oriel 
window" from inside as well as 
outside. 

Next week we plan to go to 
Cornwall and the following week to 
Ireland.

Good shooting to you all. 

New life for a low light film
Recently, I attended the 50th birthday of Big Al (Alan Jenkins) at the quaint but 
dimly-lit Breaker Bay Community Hall.I opted to remain unobtrusive and use my 
little Olympus XA camera loaded with Fuji Neopan 1600 ISO film rated at 800 (the 
fasted rating the XA accepts).

I have used this film many times for low light photography usually rating it at 1000 
ISO and very occasionally 1600 and am used to its contrasty look with grain typical 
of fast films. On this occasion the photos were shot hand held at f2.8 with shutter 
speed usually indicating 1/5th second so I wasn’t expecting too much.

Then I faced the dilemma of what developer to use as I knew my normal method 
would look pretty contrasty and lacking some detail so I opted to use Barry 
Thornton’s DiXactol Ultra which is now available from Photographic Formulary in 
the U.S.

Why this developer? Because its unique staining, coupled with edge definition 
qualities is supposed to help mask the grain, render good detail across the tonal 
range and reduce contrast. The result was the best in terms of detail and tonal range I 
have ever got from this film. The staining qualities have the added benefit of 
producing negatives which also scan a lot better than those developed in more 
conventional developers making them ideal for digital finishing if desired..

The original of this photo of Big Al below shows good detail throughout the tonal 
range using the ambient hall and stage lighting with no flash and hand held. My low 
light black and white film photography has a new lease of life.

Michael Martin

027 461 5373.

A letter  from Hugh Scott 

Above: Fox-Talbot’s 1835 Calotype. Top: Hugh Scott’s photo. Big Al - Photo Michael Martin


