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In search of

 inspiration?

Inspiring photographic 
books tend to be expensive 
and when I had a little 
money I collected them. 
Many are now long out of 
print and probably 
unobtainable even second-
hand.  Unfortunately, some 
years ago, several treasured 
ones were stolen.I know 
who dunnit; proving the 
case is a lost cause. Now, I 
don’t lend the remaining 
books, even to close friends. 
However, members keen on 
a particular style or 
photographer or seeking 
inspiration, are welcome to 
peruse what I have in the 
comfort of a sofa. It may be 
there is just the book they 
need to fire them up.
Another source is the 
Massey University library in 
Wallace St, Wellington. 
When I last saw the 
collection it was extensive 
and, I am told, it is much 
more so now. I got a major 
tome on extended loan 
through the good offices of a 
lecturer friend. A thought-
provoking quote from the 
book is printed on page 4. 

The editor

“Soaring” - Photo: Jenny Cochran

Upcoming Print Battles

For details: See Pages 3 & 5
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Club competition results for June 2006

Subject: Kapiti/Horowhenua With a Difference

Judge: Judy Webby

Top marks only:  36 pictures from 10 entrants

Slides A grade

Set subject

Peter Beddek “Mangaone Walkway 1” 7
Jenny Cochran “Kap-Kap-Kapiti 7

Monochrome Prints A grade, set

Peter Beddek “Paekakariki- The Log” 9
Peter Beddek “Reikorangi Shearing Shed” 8

B grade, set

Peter Ellis “Tatum Park House” 8

B grade, open

Shona Jaray “Cambodian Boy with a Drink” 8

Colour Prints A grade, set

Peter Beddek “Shannon Growing” 10

Peter Beddek “Otaki Beach, Heading Home” 9

Scott Stevenson “Posts on the Coast” 8

A grade,open

Shona Jaray “ A Walk on the Beach” 8

Members’Choice

Peter Beddek “Shannon Growing 

Frame 37
I have thought about going digital and have 
studied the pros and cons to get a clear picture. I 
have decided that noise will not affect me because 
my hearing is not that good. Could I detail my 
resolution to avoid coloured speckles? Well, I 
could give it a go, as well as taking my RAW 
pixels down a JPEG or  two. Of course I would 
always be in my trendy DPP software with its 
smart red and green fringes while dusting my 
APS-C sensor using a busy light to try for a 
remote capture. I might tour with my microdrive, 
perhaps to the histogram displays (very popular), 
disguised with an Unsharp Mask trying not to 
over white balance onto the sRGB/AdobeRGB 
option having forgotten to dial in EV after a TIFF, 
and any IBM or LCD or USB or MB problems 
could be sorted with my stamp tool.
Alternatively, I could put a film in my Nikon and 
take some photographs!

Letter from “Amateur Photographer” selected by Bill 
Harris

This picture with 
the suggestive 
shape was taken in 
a cave in HaLong 
Bay, off the coast 
of North Vietnam. 
It is a completely 
natural formation 
and although there 
is some artificial 
light in the cave – 
for safety – there are 
no “lighting effects” 
around this 
structure. It was 
taken in 2004 with 
my first digital 
camera – a Canon 
Powershot G1, 
hand held, 1/15 
f2.5. -Shona Jaray

Rude rock

Two competitions

Bowron landscape 
interclub slide 
competition

George Chance landscape 
interclub print 
competition

Both close on: 
Wednesday July 26

For further information 
and entry forms contact: 
Sonia Jeffrey-Carian 
soniajcnz@lycos.com 

or Alistair McAuslan 
akmcauslan@xtra.co.nz 
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The ordinary made extraordinary

Peter Beddek’s “Shannon 
Growing” was chosen as picture of 
the month by nine members,and 
given a mark of 10 by Judy 
Webby, deservedly so. This is not 
a dramatic scene craftily distorted 
by a wide lens. But it is very New 
Zealand, typical of the countryside 
in Kapiti and the Horowhenua. It 
takes a good photographer to 
regard this “ordinary” landscape as 
worth recording. The photo has, as 
they say, “resonance”. It is 
reminiscent of the work by the late 
Fay Godwin, the British 
photographer, who campaigned 
against Thatcher’s sequestering of 
ancient walkways. 

Incidently,the Club now has the 
video about Godwin .

“ Quote”
If you show me 12 pictures by anyone of 
stature, I’ll tell you who took them. 
We’re talking about a box with a hole in 
front, so how is it that people can put that 
box in a certain place and press the button 
and end up with something that is 
distinctively their own? It’s not logical. 
It’s the miracle of photography. 
Everything about the act of photographing 
is subjective. If you have some sort of 
integrity, a point of view of your own, 
and you are not being controlled by what 
someone else wants, then you have a 
chance of making significant work.

David Hurn
 - Magnum

Monday, bloody Monday

With all the troubles on the railway recently, here is a shot of a wet 
beginning to the week on the Capital Connection train.The guy(centre) 
is  perusing job ads and  the fellow  by the window  is  on his computer. 
As you do on Monday ... Digital snap ,400 ASA, Tim Abbott
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Print battle with Levin

The print battle will be at our usual venue on July 18 at  
7.30pm  The judge will be John Cheese.

Members of our club have indicated which type of food 
and drink that they will be bringing.  However, we are a 
bit short on savories.   

You are asked to bring four mounted prints covering the 
widest range of subjects, because we do not have a list of 
“set” topics.  The topics will be drawn from a box on the 
night.
 
Because there are only two clubs involved, we feel that 
our existing (small) hall will be big enough.

Our solstice 

dinner

Members and 
partners, 10 all up, 
held a convivial 
“solstice “dinner, at 
the Waikanae pub on 
July 30. We will 
repeat the event, but 
probably not at this 
venue where service 
was slow,the food a 
tad expensive and 
where bar staff didn’t 
know sherry from 
Shiraz.
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Jenny Cochran comments...
Thank you to those who did look around from something “different” 
in Kapiti. Karyn with her “cup tree” and the poem added a bit of 
colour; Neil’s “Is that you, Mary?” is a dramatic shot; Herman’s 
“Rocks” exhibits A1 printing; Bill’s “Miranda Poppies” are beautiful. 
They came together as a varied display.

Thank you especially to Judy Webby who not only did a good 
judging for us (coming out on a very cold night} but showed us some 
of her own work. The “underwater“ slides were most impressive, 
detailed and colourful. It was a delight to see them.

Just to remind you, the contest is 
on  August 16 at 7.30 pm at the 
Karori Camera Club in the Karori 
Arts Centre.

The subjects are: 
*At night 
*Seaside 
*Flash (NOT cameraflash) 
*Triptych (3 pictures in 1) 
*Teeth 
*Worn by time 
*Fun 
*Within 40cm of ground
*Street people 
*Food
 
If you have more than one picture 
of a subject, you can decide on the 
evening which one you would like 
to enter. But only one can be 
entered.
 
There may be a special prize for the 
single picture that includes as many 
of the subject themes as possible.
 
 

Five club battle

‘Cambodian Boy with a Drink”
Photo - Shona  Jaray

Sometimes a poor colour image can be 
converted into a quite surprisingly good 
monochrome print.  With the advent of the 
CS version of Adobe Photoshop, the 
possibilities have been extended still further.  
There is a new blending mode called “Hard-
mix”, so new that its use is not even 
described in the Adobe manual.  The effect of 
hard-mix is similar to posterization, in that it 
reduces the image to eight colours only.  
When blended with the original image, a 
whole range of effects can be produced, some 
of which resemble a line drawing or a black 
and white painting.  

The basic technique is simple.  Convert the 
image to monochrome using your favorite 
technique.  A good one is to convert the 
image to Lab mode and use the “lightness” 
channel.  Duplicate the original layer 
(<control J> for Windows).  Invert this new 
layer (<Image, Adjust, Invert>).  Blur the 
inverted layer (Gaussian blur around 20 
pixels), and then change the blending mode 
of this top layer to “Hard-mix”.  The final 
step is to use the “Fill” or the “Opacity” 
controls to slowly change the degree of 
mixing to achieve the desired effect.
An example is shown here of the old house 

in Tatum Park.        Peter Ellis

Your views, please

Most members will have the 
questionnnaire about the club’s 
future direction. Your views are 
very important, so please 
respond. Inquiries: Peter Ellis

Rescue in b&w
Cecil Beaton show
Reviewed by Simon Forsyth

Recently, I had the opportunity to 
see the Cecil Beaton exhibition at 
the Christchurch City Art Gallery.

The show, of 150 pictures was 
curated by The National Portrait 
Gallery in the UK to mark the 
centenary of Beaton’s birth. The 
images are mostly vintage prints- 
those printed shortly after the 
photos were taken. I was familiar 
with many, probably the most 
famous one being that of little 
Eileen Dunn in a hospital bed 
with a bandaged head and holding 
a teddy.This photograph was used 
on the cover of Life magazine in 
1940 and is credited with helping 
to change public feeling in the US 
towards the war.

Beaton’s talent was diverse, 
ranging from the stylised portraits 
of the 1920s to photojournalistic 
war images and then the more 
freely-posed fashion shots of the 
1970s. He was a major 
contributor to Vogue magazine 
and was privileged to photograph 
many of the great celebrities of 
his time including Marilyn 
Monroe, Salvador Dali, Audrey 
Hepburn, Andy Warhol and 
countless others. 

It took me 90 minutes to get 
around and the $12 entry fee was 
well worth it, even if not all the 
photos pushed my buttons. The 
show reminds us that wonderful 
pictures were taken with 
rudimentary gear. The show runs 
till September 10.  


