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Millenium party, Waikanae Beach - Photo - Tim Abbott

Sharing the load

AS you have probably heard, Jenny Cochran, our long-serving and highly-

competent competitions secretary, is resigning from the role this year. She is 
keen to hand over the reins as soon as possible. 

With an membership of only 30 or so, we don’t have a big pool of people able 
and willing to take on key tasks like this, especially work that comes around 
relentlessly month after month. It seems to me that we should be looking at 
job-sharing, to relieve the burden on individuals, to encourage others to assist, 
and to ensure cover when people are sick or away on holiday. 

By having on-the-spot judging, as we had with the Action/Movement contest, 
these events should be simplified in future, and this will help.

The Editor
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July print battle 

with our friends 

from Levin

JUST PONDERING. 

Judge John Cheese takes a
few moments to make one 

of his many decisions 
during the evening 

Peter Beddek, Dot Horne, and
Shona Jaray had a good laugh 
before the contest started. 

The battle was well-attended 
by both clubs, so we had to 
use the big hall instead of our 
usual venue. Each competitor 
was required to bring four 
prints covering as wide a 
selection of topics as 
possible.It turned out to be a 
see-saw affair.  

Table 1 with 
Nick Clark, 
Hugh Scott,

Herman Visser 
and Peter Ellis 
eventually won 

the evening. One 
comment was 

that there were 
too many 

landscapes which 
left competitiors 

scratching to 
match the set 

topics.

AT our digital meeting this 

month, we delved into 
combining text with images in 
Photoshop. 

When text is added to a picture 
in Photoshop, it appears as a 
new layer, as if printed on a 
transparent sheet and overlaid on 
the original.  This layer can be 
manipulated by using “blending 
modes” or “layer styles”, to give 
it a three-dimensional 
appearance. The surface of the 
text can be made to appear 
rounded and to reflect the 
incident light.  Parts of the text 
can be made transparent, with 
the underlying scene showing 
through.  

The picture shown here is an 
example of a vector shape made 
to look like a picture mounted 
on the wall. These techniques 
can be hard to take on at first 
viewing, so we will continue 
with the topic next month.
Peter Ellis

A TEXTUAL

DEVIATION

Canon Online
The council of the PSNZ has decided to recognise 
the growing stature on the Canon Online 
competition by awarding the overall winner a 
Silver Medal. The winners of the six rounds also 
receive a wooden and pewter plaque as a record of 
their achievement. So, that’s two up for the 
Waikanae Club. Peter Beddek and Dot Horne are 
winners to date.

Beddek exhibition
Peter Beddek will be having an exhibition of his 
photography at Framework Gallery, 20 Seaview 
Rd, Paraparaumu Beach from August 22 - 
September 10. The broad range of works under 
the title”Eye for Insight” are in monochrome and 
colour. The  black & whites are printed on Epson 
fine art paper on an Epson 4200 printer and give a 
spectacular indication of what the latest 
technology will do. Colour works are either large 
canvas prints or printed on matt paper.

Wellingtonia
Look out for a book by Wellington photographer, 
Julian Ward. As the blurb says, “Wellingtonia” 
uncovers those moments from the theatre of life 
when the actors are caught off guard. Julian 
notices things that we could see if we were there, 
but seldom do. A light mixture of banality and 
surreal absurdity. Previous books by Ward were 
“Face Value” and “Just a Word”...

Kodak Express
The Kodak Express exhibition board at 
Coastlands has been operating smoothly under 
the stewardship of Bill Harris, with several 
members showing a wide variety of prints.

A reminder
Entries for Interiors and our annual Coastlands 
exbibition are due on September 12.
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Walter Nash by Rex Morgan
THINGS don’t 

change much. 
Politicians are 
always on for a 
photo opportunity.
This one, of Walter 
Nash was taken by 
Rex around 1956 at 
Arthur’s Pass when 
Nash was opening a 
youth hostel.

Rex took the shot 
with an Agfa Isolette 
which used 120 
film.He didn’t have 
flash, but 
fortuitously, pressed 
the shutter button at 
the exact moment 
the flash went off on 
a nearby press 
camera, hence the 
extremely sharp 
photo. 

This copy was taken 
with a little digital 
Leica - also pin 
sharp.

That box in the attic
A visit to the “Within Memory” photographic show at the National Library 
last month, which covered the period from 1960-2000, gave pause for 
thought about the preservation of history, as well as a chance encounter with 
an old associate, Mark Strange.
Mark is the photo conservator at the Alexander Turnbull Library and 
mentioned in passing the need for images recording our social history. Did I 
have a collection, he asked? Like many of us, I do. However, if the family 
isn’t interested, old negs in a box in the attic may well go to the dump 
eventually, a fate worth averting by gifting them to the library for 
preservation in perpetuity. Who knows,they may be the backbone of an 
exhibition in 2040. The Turnbull Library man to contact is John Sullivan

Ed.    

I’ve been fascinated by weather since I was a child.  This led to a lifelong career 

at MetService, where I am now the Chief Meteorologist.  It also means I am 
always watching the sky and the changing moods of the weather, and take far too 
many photos of clouds and sunsets.

My first real camera was an Olympus OM-1 bought in the 1970s, which I used 
mostly for slides; I had a brief darkroom fling back then with an enlarger and 
cibachrome prints.  As a bit of a techno junkie, I was an early adopter of digital 
cameras,and have been through several upgrades since.  I now use a Canon EOS 
30D.

Meteorology is a very international business, with a lot of co-operation in the 
exchange of weather data. My involvement with the World Meteorological 
Organization, based in Geneva, means that I travel overseas and so I have taken 
lots of photos out of plane windows.

This  shot of Mount Egmont was taken in January on a morning flight from 
Auckland to Wellington, with the mountain’s long shadow on a layer of 
stratocumulus cloud.  It is my first published photo, having been included in the 
2007 MetService weather calendar (available at all good bookstores, as they say).

Member snapshot: Neil Gordon

Our eye on the sky
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Rongotea’s hidden treasure Competition results for July 2006
Judge: Bruce Girdwood Set subject: Action/Movement

(Top scores only)    

Slides: A Grade

Set: Jenny Cochran “Sky Design” 7

Monochrome Prints: A Grade

Set: Peter Beddek “Tae Kwon Do Tiger Claw” 8
      Jenny Cochran “Water Only” 8

Colour Prints: A Grade

Set: Peter Beddek “The Flyers” 8
      Rex Morgan “TV Ads for Shoes” 7

Open: Jenny Cochran “Agapanthus Abstract” 9
         Jenny Cochran “Colour Statement” 8
         Karyn Cocker “Transamerican Pyramid” 7

B Grade

Set: Bernie Fraser    “Restless” 7
      Alan Thomson “Air Pollution” 7

Open: John Rockell “Richard” 7

Members’ Choice: “The Flyers”   Peter Beddek       

A big thanks to our very competent judge, Bruce Girdwood, who so recently 
returned from Africa. We were delighted to see the excellently-presented photos 
from his trip too. We are hoping to continue this judging on the spot style of 
competition, as once it is fully under way it will be somewhat less work for the 
competition secretary. And as I intend resigning from the position this year, 
please consider carefully whether you could fill this role. There is just time for 
me to show a newcomer the ropes.

Jenny Cochran comments.....

IN late September, early October, the O’Tara 

Birch Garden at Rongotea is well worth a visit, 
especially if you are on the way north and can 
spare an hour or so to detour from the Foxton 
drag about 8kms south of Sanson. 

Here you will find hostas in abundance, many 
for sale, and acres of irises, particularly the 
beautiful Siberians (above). This huge garden 
is a work in progress and  is slowly being 
restored after years of neglect following a 
family tragedy.

The interesting thing is  you can see the ghost 
of the garden’s former glory hidden beneath the 
overgrown vegetation which makes for an 
atmosphere of mystery and melancholy too.

The owner has not had good health, so it is 
best to check that the garden is open. There are 
many photographic opportunities and by 
arrangement a club picnic lunch under the trees 
may be a possibility.

Contact: 06 3248490 otara.birch@xtra.co.nz  

Serasin pictures 
at Pataka

We recommended people 
see pictures from the 
Serasin collection  when it 
was at Palmerston North. 

Now this most interesting 
ensemble of the major 
photographers of the the 
last century is at the 
Pataka art gallery, Porirua.  
Photographers represented 
include Cartier-Bresson, 
Atget, Bellocq, Kertesz, 
Brandt and many others.

Also take in the Birds 
exhibition which includes 
several photographs among 
some stunning artwork.


