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“Anyone for footy” - Photo Tim Abbott 2006

In defence of slides
Jenny Cochran thinks slide workers are a bit orphaned, so we give that category top 
billing in the lists on Page 2. Personally, I think downgrading of “trannies” is sad  
because, for those seeking maximum quality, mastery of this medium is worth the 
trouble, even if it is the most expensive of the films. There’s nothing quite like 
viewing slides on the light table and they will also scan and print up superbly. 
They seem to have that richness and tone. Publishers still love them, they are easy 
to store and edit and will keep for decades.

For the deliberate photographer, slides can give the best results of all colour film. 
However, the extra care needed in exposure means you need to get it right to about 
a third of a stop (by bracketing if necessary). But then you probably won’t have to 

fiddle in Photoshop later. 

The editor

CONTACTS
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The editor

Club Competition for  September 2006

      Set subject: Interiors - Judge : Yope Bon

29 prints, 5 slides, 11 entrants (Top marks only)

Slides A Grade

Set: Jenny Cochran  “Verging on Exteriors” 8.5

Monochrome Prints A Grade

Set: Jenny Cochran “Ephesus” 10
Hugh Scott “St Mary’s Church, Tetbury” 9

B Grade

Open: Neil Gordon “Fitzroy Foreshore” 8.5

Colour Prints A Grade

Set: Peter Beddek “Old St Paul’s Looking East” 8.5
Peter Beddek “Old St Paul’s Looking West” 8.5
Hugh Scott “Exeter Cathedral” 8
Hugh Scott “Northern Cloister, Laycock Abbey” 8

B Grade
Set: Neil Gordon “Old St Pauls” 9.5

Open: Mike Olsen “Sunset Boats” 9

Members’ Choice: Neil Gordon “Old St Paul’s”

Comments
Once again we experienced judging on the fly. Thanks to Yope who stood in at 
very short notice,it was most successful and enjoyable, although he naturally 
had reservations about making snap decisions. But this new regime seems 
certain to make the job of Jenny’s successor a lot easier. “Interiors” proved to be 
very ecclesiastical with some excellent efforts worthy of coffee table 
publications.

You will note that “set” subjects are put before “open” to recognise the extra 
effort entrants make towards meeting the criteria. Perhaps this issue needs some 
debate as it is proving contentious in the wider club fraternity. - Ed

2

Simon’s session on portraiture
On Saturday, September 30, a few hardy souls met at the end of the Otaihanga 
footbridge to learn more of the art of portraiture from the maestro, Simon Forsyth.  
Out came the cameras and tripods, and we proceeded to our work, with interested 
stares from passing families, cyclists, walkers and more than a few dogs.  

Taking pictures of people has always been a tricky business, at least in my estimation, 
and there is no doubt that we learned a lot from Simon during that session, 
particularly how to arrange people singly or in groups even if it meant getting a numb 
bum from sitting on the sharp end of a tree stump.  The aim is to make everyone feel 
comfortable and relaxed, even if your joints are cranked over at an unnatural angle, and 
you are feeling the effects of your seventy plus years.  

In my case I was pleased to show off my relatively new SLR camera, which rewarded 
me with an apparently flat battery and took no further part in the proceedings.  Many 
pictures were taken by the others, and we look forward to seeing the results.  Rex 
Morgan seemed to have difficulty in choosing from his collection of new digital 
cameras, proving at least that this new-fangled technology holds no terrors for him.

P E

7

Peter Ellis, 

Rex Morgan, 

Rod Carter, 

and John 

Torley pose 

for the 

master.

Photo Simon 

Forsyth



Mike Olsen’s photographic odyssey

A harvest of journeys

I first got a fold-out camera when I was about 12 and going to boarding 
school but, sadly, have very few photos of that era. However, in my 
20s I bought an Olympus SLR and later a Nikon with several prime 
lenses and then zooms.

We have been lucky to have travelled a lot and this has driven my 
interest in photography. Family trips have included going through 
California by campervan, and tours to Canada, Hawaii then another 
through the east. We also drove a camper around Western Europe taking 
in Scandinavia to Italy. Other trips have included Brazil, the Seychelles 
islands and the USA .

My good photos were probably more a matter of luck than design 
although I did read a few photography books. 

Four years ago we travelled to South Africa, Botswana and Zimbabwe. 
In South Africa we hired a car and drove the garden route then flew up 
to Botswana via Victoria Falls. 

Before leaving I decided to get a new camera and evaluated the new 
digital SLRs but decided they were not mature enough and carried on 
with a new film Canon. I got some fantastic shots of the animals in the 
parks. 

Up at dawn
A typical day consisted of leaving at 4.30am in a four-wheel drive 
Toyota till late morning when we had brunch followed by a cruisy time 
in the early afternoon reading.There was another trip till early evening 
then an elaborate dinner with everyone else in the lodge including the 
manager and wife. This trip made me realize that there was a lot more 
to taking good photos.

I have now decided that there are for me two types of photograph: 
snapshots to record trips, fun with friends and family and serious 
photography in which many shots  may be taken of and around the 
subject, with only the best enhanced on Photoshop and printed. I was 
also inspired by what Peter Beddek was doing with his Canon 20D and 
suite of lenses, and the post-production in Photoshop. 
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Printing is done on an Epson 2400 A3 printer. Shooting in RAW each 
photo is 12.6 M which is a large file, so for storage on the go I have 
an Epson portable 40 gigabyte hard disc which also has a hand size 
screen to view.  I have also had to upgrade my computer with another 
hard disc to handle the RAW files. In RAW you have all of the data 

available to work with. After any enhancement the file can be save in 
TIFF or in Canon’s file mode.

So, now I am slowly learning to do the digital basics and getting to 
grips with using Photoshop, an enjoyable process in itself. I still have 
my film camera although I don’t use it much these days.

My interest covers all sorts of photography although at present it tends 
towards scenic images.  -MO

However, rather than jump in to digital then, I waited until a full 
frame sensor was available. So now I have a Canon 4D full frame 
sensor with 12.8 megapixels. I also brought several L series 
professional lenses –16-35mm wide angle zoom,24-70mm zoom,70-
200mm zoom,1.5 x multiplier,100mm macro, plus Canon Speedlite 
flash, a range of filters and a tripod.

The switch to digital

‘Worn out the boot on the other foot’ - Mike Olsen
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Multiple triumphs for Jenny
Jenny Cochran has had various photos accepted or won prizes in national 
competitions in recent months

Freshwater Photographs, Putaruru

2 Acceptances “One Precious Drop” (Mono)
“Waterworks” (Colour Print)

North Shore Salon, Auckland

2 Acceptances “Colour Statement” (Slide)
“Chives Abstract” (Open Colour Print)

Laurie Thomas NZ Landscapes (Slides) 

2 Acceptances “Low Tide” and “Fractured 
Landscape” (Printed in catalogue)

15th Annual Photojournalism Competition

Christchurch

2 Acceptances “Just Hanging Out” (Print)
“The Long People” (Slide) and ......

... a  First with “The Bike Race”. This 
award comes with an impressive plaque 
to keep engraved with name, title, a 
large “Walker Trophy” to keep for a 
year, with name and year on the back 
and photo in the catalogue.

“NZ Camera 2007” has selected “Chives 
Abstract” to go in this prestigious 
book. Up to last year Jenny was one of 
only 10 to have had a photo in every 
one of this publication since it began in 
1996. 

She’s is thrilled to get her photo in 
again and maintain a brilliant record.
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“Mathematical Shapes”, an

example of Jenny 

Cochran’s

mastery of light and 

pattern.

Everything plus the kitchen sink

Eccentricities are rife in Kapiti if you look. The building 

recycler down Kapiti Road uses dummies as a crowd-

puller. He gets them “up north” but is not too specific 

about where. 

*

Minders

wanted
From Friday October 13 
to mid- afternoon 
Sunday October 15 the 
club will be holding the 
annual show of work at 
Coastlands shopping 
mall, Paraparaumu.
If you are willing and 
able to do a 2-hour stint 
as a minder it would be 
appreciated.Contact 
Peter Ellis 904 1881 

*
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Snipets
Good to learn 
that Nigel 
Alderton is back 
to health after 
being fitted with 
a pacemaker. 
Looking forward 
to seeing you at 
the club soon.

*
Kazu at the 
bottom of Tory 
St is excellent 
for a light 
Japanese lunch in 
Wellington. Just 
$8 for superb 
spicy fish and 
miso soup.

*
No accounting 
for kitsch. Anne 
Geddes,
photographer of 
babies, hits the 
NBR rich list at 
$40m. Ugh!

*
Checking for life 
in your lithium- 
ion battery? Put 
a high wattage 
resistor of the 
right value across 
the contacts. It 
gets hot fast if 
the battery is 
charged. 

*
The 2007 Kapiti 
calendar is a 
turkey. We could 
murder it!

All about filters
The repository of knowledge in 
the club never ceases to amaze. 
Rex Morgan,Herman Visser, 
Peter Ellis and Hugh Scott 
covered all you ever wanted to 
know about filters at our meeting 
on September 12. Rex had a vast 
array of filters to show and 
Herman’s prints demonstrated 
the various effects filters 
produce. Neutral density, warm 
up filters and green or yellow 
filters rate highly. Tip: use end 
of film for experiment. 

Neil Penman’s visit

This distinguished photographer 
visited the monochrome group 
and demonstrated results fromhis 
8 x 10in camera and a lovely 70-
year -old Lieca. Bet the new M8 
won’t be around in 2076!

Digital Tuesday

Our regular meeting was 
mainly concerned with 
member’s problems, 
including the combining of 
pictures such as substituting 
the sky from one image into 
that of another.  

We also discussed 
histograms, now available on 
the screen of most cameras, 
as well as  some techniques 
of achieving high quality 
monochrome prints with an 
“ordinary” colour inkjet 
printer.  These printers are 
liable to “tint” their output 
with unwanted subtle colour 
shades, and this can be at 
partially corrected by the use 
of standard Pantone colours.
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