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Virtual 
judg ing

Some may have felt a bit 
disappointed that the 
presenter of the 
Hinchcliff award, Simon 
Woolf, was not able to 
make it for the occasion, 
instead giving his 
comments by pre-
recorded video.

We will have to become 
accustomed to this type 
of presentation which, 
while obviously lacking 
the personal touch, has 
great advantages. 

People we may never 
hope to see or attract 
may be happy to 
participate by video, 
even live video in a year 
or two. A link between 
Waikanae and New 
York? Why not?

Meantime, we must 
debate the PSNZ 
proposal for a national 
interclub digital 
competition, as outlined 
in its latest newsletter, 
and forward our views by 
the end of July.
The Editor

Peter Beddek’s winning image for the 
Hinchcliff

See overleaf.
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Peter Beddek takes the 
Hinchcliff Award
As pictured on the frontispiece,Chair, Table, 
Bike by Peter Beddek (right) was the winning 
shot for the annual Hinchcliff Award. Judge was 
Simon Woolf who could not be present but 
delivered his verdict by video. The frond photo 
below by Hugh Scott was the runner-up.   

Simon Woolf praised the winning photo for the 
way in which it combined elements of 
architecture, colour tone and humour. He also 
gave a high rating to  Hugh Scott’s image for 
the clever use of shadow. Vice-President,  
Simon Forsyth presented the trophy on the 
judge’s behalf.

The Editor

At the monthly digital meeting, Tony Pritchard demonstrated the freeware GIMP 
on his iMac and showed how it worked in particular with cloning, as compared 
with other programmes including Photoshop and Lightroom.  In general GIMP 
seems to have most of the tools that we have come to expect, but it is less "user 
friendly" than the commercial products, and on a Mac it does not conform to some 
of the standard menu structures and keyboard commands.

Then I did a further demonstration of Lightroom, focussing on the new features of 
Version 1.1 which came out last week.  This includes a new "Clarity" slider that 
boosts local contrast for the mid-tones (rather than global contrast, as is adjusted 
with brightness/contrast, or levels, or curves in standard Photoshop). Lightroom 
also has a new sharpening tool which  is similar to but better than Photoshop's 
Unsharp Mask. As well as the strength and radius of the sharpening, it provides an 
extra "detail" slider, and the sharpening can  be "masked" so that it is confined 
just to on and near high contrast edges, rather than sharpening small bits of noise 
in the interior of objects or the sky, for example. We also played with the dust 
spot tool and learned about the difference between cloning and healing.

Thanks again to Elizabeth Taylor Graphics, and Tim and Liz, for providing the 
venue for the meeting. Report by Neil Gordon

GIMP and Photoshop compared

Parting shot

Gnomes sweet gnomes, Te Horo

On having your picture taken
Some  members may know that I have been tackling the health authorities over the 
poor treatment meted out to deaf people. As a result of this, the Dominion got onto 
it and asked me in to take a picture for the article. I had not been in a newsroom for 
decades and the vast editorial floor, yet cramped working conditions, were a 
surprise. The photographic area was a shambles and the photographer, Rob Kitchin, 
had what looked like an extended toilet roll gaffer-taped to a flash gun as a 
makeshift snoot, the better to focus light on my hearing aid. No Bowens in 
sight.He took about 50 pics, which I thought was overkill, even for digital. TA  

Levin print battle
Here’s the deal

At 7.30 pm on July 
17, each person to 
come to the Methodist 
Church Hall, Kent St, 
Levin, with maximum 
of 5 prints. - mounted 
or unmounted and no 
size restriction.  Teams 
to be mixed. Subjects 
to be secret and chosen 
at random. Nobody is 
to have prior 
knowledge of this.  It 
will be guarded as if it 
were a national 
treasure. Ron Hubbard 
is judging and his 
word will be final.   Hugh Scott’s entry which was judged runner-up
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The impact of tourism is a menace
Here’s a conventional 
view of Moeraki 
boulders shot on 100 
ASA film in 2001 
with a prime lens and 
scanned  into the 
computer at high 
resolution. Tack 
sharp and traditional. 
Yet it gives a false 
impression of what is 
now a very high 
traffic area.

This one is much more representative of what you will probably find on that beach. 
From a viewing platform 500m away in the late afternoon, I took this on my pocket 
digital at 200 ASA and at its maximum zoom setting of 85mm. I enlarged the 
result in camera by six times, then cropped and converted it all to monochrome.  I 
was trying to convey the impact of mass tourism on the landscape. Thus we have 
blurry, stick-insect figures imposing themselves on the iconic boulders. There’s an 
indifferent-quality cafe nearby and a charge of $2 to go on the beach, milking the 
bus-loads of visitors. Tourism has a lot to answer for and I fear for the industry. 
Best bet at Moeraki is to stay overnight at the village and visit Fleur’s restaurant for 
a fish dinner.  However, it is expensive, just like a lot of the tourist spots now.

Ed

In the last year, members have been submitting images for judging online. Neil 
Gordon is our latest success having submitted four photos for the autumn 
competition at www.grownups.co.nz

Two of the photos did well. His photo of Comet McNaught taken from the road 
outside his Te Horo house was liked by both the professional judges and those 
voting online.  The photo of the the Great War graves at Karori Cemetery 
(below)  was taken when club members visited the cemetary and was judged a 
winner by the professional judges. He won the RSA/Memories category and 
came second for his photo of the comet. A spokeswoman for GrownUps said the 
competition attracted 745 images and 5000 votes.

This is Neil’s second success in an online competition. A photo taken in Dubai 
last year took a PSNZ online award.

Neil told us that “best of all, besides the small amount of glory, I've also won 
two nights of accommodation at the Mercure Hotel in Auckland, though it needs 
to be taken by the end of October and we also need to get there on our own 
steam!

“When I was interviewed by the Kapiti Observer I put in a plug for the 
Waikanae Camera Club but not too much ended up in the piece in the paper.  
That's life, I guess.”

  Another success online

Neil Gordon’s photo of the soldiers’ graves . “I 
was trying an arty thing, slightly defocussed”.

The Wellington 
Interclub print battle 
will be held on August 
14, 7.30pm at the 
Johnsonville Uniting 
Church, 18 Dr Taylor 
Tce, Johnsonville. 
There are no limits on 
print sizes but those 
with large prints 
should notify 
fredwotton@paradise.
net.nz by August 3.

Interclub battle
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NETGUIDE PHOTO COMPETITON: Closes next on July 15
This is a three-monthly competition; you can email in up to five images per month 
which are rated by visitors on the website.  The top five rated photos are printed in 
the NetGuide mazagine.  Every three months these are judged, with a first prize of a 
Sony Alpha A100 DSLR awarded. For further details see http://tinyurl.com/2gh4h4
 
 
CHANCE AND BOWRON INTERCLUB LANDSCAPE COMPETITIONS: 
Closes July 31
 
Entry forms for these two competitions will be circulated to clubs with the next 
issue of Cameratalk. Information from Kaiapoi Camera Club:  Moray Wilson:  
kpc@snap.net.nz     Tel (03) 327 3588 a/h
 
NOTE:  The Bowron Landscape Competition is for sets of four slides this year.   
In 2008 entries in this competition will be for digitally projected images only.
 
PSNZ/CANON ONLINE PHOTO COMPETITION:  Closes on August 30
This is a bi-monthly competition, open to PSNZ members as well as members of 
affiliated clubs (including the Waikanae Camera Club).  You can submit one entry 
for each round .. open subject. All work must be that of the entrant (a computer 
generated fractural will not be accepted). The required format is to be 1024 pixels for 
the larger side of the picture at a resolution of 72 Dpi in a JPEG file format.
 
Full details of how to enter are at
http://www.photography.org.nz/competitions.htm
 
6TH HOLLAND INTERNATIONAL IMAGE CIRCUIT 2008: Closes 
January 31, 2008
 
The Holland International Image Circuit is a combination of five international 
photographic contests, organized together by five different camera clubs.
 
The Circuit is open to anyone, and is for projected images only .. either slides or 
digital.  Digital images need to be sent as both low-res (max 1024 pixels) and high-
res (max 2400 pixels) images on CD.  There are three sections – General, Nature and 
Travel.  Both individual and club entries can be made.  Entry fees are US$60 for 
one category, US$65 for two categories, and US$70 for three categories.  There are 
discounts for a club entry (around 30% for the size of Waikanae Camera Club).
 
Full information in both Dutch and English is available via 
http://www.hollandcircuit.nl .

Neil Gordon’s competition round-up
The pitfalls of street shooting

Taking photographs in public places has always had its risks but with the 
heightened sense of personal privacy reaching an almost obsessional pitch it has 
probably beome much riskier. Add to the mix cellphone cameras and dubious 
internet sites to which pictures may be sent and the problems become so much 
greater.

In general, you can lawfully take pictures in the street, although a recent court case 
muddies things somewhat. The New Zealand Court of Appeal upheld the conviction 
of a man photographing high school girls from a van through curtained windows. 
He was deemed to be acting in an offensive manner, although the photos were 
innocuous. On those grounds it would probably be unwise to take unauthorised 
pictures of children in the school playground - even from the road.

But what is a public place? You might think that anywhere the public congregates 
en masse would be OK. Not necessarily. You could be stopped from taking pictures 
at a local farmers’ market if the event was on private land. Taking photos in 
Coastlands could face similar restraints. All rather sad, really, for the collection of 
our social history.

However, commonsense is the best policy, and good taste, although the boundaries 
here are personal. For example, taking photos of derelicts is repugnant as far as I am 
concerned - they are cheap shots of the powerless. If in doubt, ask for permission, or 
don’t take the shot. And mind where your pictures go. Two years ago I took a photo 
from the road of a graveyard on the East Coast. Two heavyweight Maoris turned up, 
asked for my name and address and said that if they saw anything published I would 
be for it! Pictures of a millionaires bad-taste stucco mansion could get you into 
trouble if they fetch up in an article on leaky buildings.
See: “Unlawful photography in public places - the NZ position” 
www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/PLPR/2006/2.html

 

Promenade, Oriental Parade, 1981. Photo Tim Abbott

by
Tim
Abbott


