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Titles (Open) ( Two images maximum)
Wall artists, Mt Victoria ,1985 - Photo Tim Abbott

On the cheap
This issue, Shona Jaray reviews the very useful Epson P3000 storage device for 
the travelling digital photographer. But, at just on a grand, it is not for 
everyone.Photography is expensive and costs tend to rise with one’s ambitions. 
Digital saves on film but not much else and the high-end home lightroom, 
which is still evolving technology, can set you back many thousands of dollars. 
Computer, scanner, art-quality printer, inks, post-processing programmes, 
storage devices and so on add up rather frighteningly, never mind the camera and 
lenses. 

Recently, I’ve been suggesting cheaper ways to do quality work, the GIMP post-
processing freeware being one example. On page 5 we publicise another. I’m 
increasingly mindful that new members and those of modest means could be 
scared off by daunting costs. So please let’s have money-saving ideas. 

By the way, the above picture was taken with the classic pocket Rollie 35S , an 
expensive little camera in its day.

The editor  
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Competition results for July 2007
Set Subject: Smoke/Flame 
Judge: Jim Boyce

Highest placed  of 28 pictures from 9 entrants 

Slides   A Grade Set
Rex Morgan Early Breakfast 5

A Grade Open
Bill Harris Mardi Gras 6

Colour Prints A Grade Set
 Peter Beddek Candle in the Wind 9

A Grade Open
Hugh Scott Untitled    9

B Grade Set 
Ian Corder SS Earnslaw 9

Harvard Fighter in turn

Monochrome Prints A Grade Set

Rex Morgan Early Morning Shunt 7
Rewanui Incline Greymouth 6

A Grade Open

Neil Gordon Wave Form  6

B Grade Set 
Ian Corder Harvard Fighters in formation 9

B Grade Open
Bill Harris Toothpicks 7

Members’ Choice
Ian Corder SS Earnslaw

The lighting for this shot required 
a lot of work.  The candle is 
arranged in front of a black 
backdrop and lit from the side.  I 
fashioned a slit snoot out of the 
cardboard packet for an A3 sized 
pack of photo paper.  This was 
wrapped around the light source 
and a slit cut at the leading edge to
provide a highly directional light.  

It was then a matter of setting the 
camera up, snuffing the candle and 
being quick on the trigger.  

For the technically inclined I used 
my Canon 20D with a 100mm 
f2.8 macro lens; exposure 
compensation of +1.00; ISO 200, 
an aperture of f5 and a shutter 
speed of 0.5.  The camera was on a 
tripod and I use a remote shutter 
lead.            Peter Beddek

CENTRAL REGION CONVENTION INTERCLUB AND INDIVIDUAL COMPETITIONS
Closes 1 October 2007
The Convention is in Gisborne from 9-11 November. There is an associated interclub 
digital and an interclub print competition, and an individual digital salon. Details are 
at http://www.photography.org.nz/central.htm . The subjects are all open, and may 
include any genre, provided images have originated in a camera.  For the interclub 
digital we would need 8 images, which will be judged individually, and there is no 
requirement that they fit together or make up a set.  Digital images need to be a 
maximum of 1024 pixels on the longest side, in JPEG format.  For the interclub 
print competition we would need 6 images, and they do need to fit together or form 
a set.  The individual digital salon is only open to those who are going to the 
convention, and you can submit one or two images.  Entry fees are $5 for the 
interclub digital set, $20 for the interclub print set, and $5 for the individual digital 
salon.

Anatomy of a 
tricky shot

Candle in the Wind
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Tall Ships Race 2005 - by Gillian Corder
In the summer of 2005, Newcastle - upon - Tyne was part of the circuit of the 
European Tall Ships Race. Over 190 ships arrived in the river Tyne over the 
week preceding the Newcastle stage of the race, among them, the Kruzenshtern, 
a Russian iron hulled sailing vessel with a length of 114 m.  The local 
photography association was keen to take advantage of the potential of the 
event and, as a result Ian agreed to organise two sea-going boats for the day of 
the race.  Twenty-four intrepid photographers with little or no experience in 
small boats were duly signed up and all was set for a good day out. The week 
preceding the race was sunny resulting in much profit for Kodak and Fuji. 
Everyone had high hopes, but……the day before the race, the weather broke.

The eager photographers arrived at the harbourmasters jetty at 7:45 am to board 
the boats. Ours was an ex-lifeboat so we felt very safe. After mooring up to 
watch the parade sail down river to the start line five miles offshore, we 
followed, just as the storm began to build. Our 45 footer had a good turn of 
speed and, in two to three metre swells soon reached the start line.  At this 
point we had only one casualty succumbing to sea-sickness, but that was soon 
to change. Many more succumbed as the wind and swells began to increase. At 
this point we decided to put back into harbour and set down those looking 

(Tall ships contd)       decidedly green. The voyage took about two hours in 
high winds and swells increasing to six metres. Just after arriving in the river 
the harbourmaster issued a warning to all remaining small boats to return to 
harbour because of the danger, thus ending our day.  

Many photographs were taken against grey skies, none of which would win any 
competitions and ten of the twenty-four were sea-sick. However, most people, 
with the odd exception, recall the day as an experience they would not have 
missed at any price. The local vicar said he loved every minute of it and a sixty-
year-old lady from our club stood the whole time on the highest part of the deck 
gripping the hand-rail determinedly while looking out to sea for the next shot 
she would risk letting go to take. 

I for one, would jump at a chance to do the same again (hopefully with good 
weather), and I’m sure Ian would say the same. It was an experience never to be 
forgotten. The photo shows our boat heading out to the start line where we 
actually had the speed to circle some of the large ships before the conditions 
deteriorated. Out of the 190 or so boats taking part in the race only a handful 
reached the next port of call undamaged and a large number left the race to turn 
back.

In previous issues we have discussed and 
evaluated The GIMP as an alternative to 
those who can’t run, or afford, Photoshop, 
the industry standard editing software. But 
other options are available.

Another good free photo editor is IrfanView 
(http://www.irfanview.com). This software 
is for Windows computers only, but it is 
supported by a range of Windows operating 
systems (95/98/Me/2000/NT and XP), so 
it's a good option for those with an older 
computer. Reviews at CNet give IrfanView 
an identical rating to The GIMP. It’s simple 
to install and use, and you can use 
IrfanView to cut, crop and perform other 
basic editing tasks. IrfanView is mainly a 
photo viewer, though you can also create 
slide shows.

More editing freeware
NETGUIDE COMPETITON
Closes 15 August
You can email in up to five 
images per month which are rated 
by visitors on the website.  The 
top five rated photos are printed 
in the NetGuide mazagine.  Every 
three months these are judged, 
with a first prize of a Sony Alpha 
A100 DSLR.  
http://tinyurl.com/2gh4h4 

Shows in Waikanae
The Tin Crab Gallery at Rock 
Salt cafe on the beach is showing 
photography by Helmut Hirler 
from August 20. It looks 
dramatic. Also, see some 
interesting stuff at the Susie Mills 
law office on the main drag. And 
photographs at Mahara too..
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A ‘must-have’ for the serious tourist
Epson P3000 reviewed by Shona Jaray
I do embrace new technology and love buying new gadgets, some of which prove 
in the long term to be not so useful. The P3000 however is not one of these – I 
would have to rate it highly on the list of “must haves” for anyone travelling for 
any length of time with a digital camera.

Recently in South America (Peru, Bolivia, Chile and Easter Island) digital labs 
seemed scarcer than hen’s teeth, so the opportunity to download memory cards was 
not available. 

The Epson P3000 has a 40 Gb hard drive in a very compact little unit. It took 
about 5- 6 minutes to download a 1 Gb card so I was able to get by for 30 days 
with two 1 Gb cards, taking just over 1500 photographs, many of these were 
bracketed exposures. When I got home it was very easy to connect the unit via a 
USB port to my computer and download all the images. 

What distinguishes this unit from many others is that you are able to view raw 
files on the very clear 4 inch screen. There is the facility to zoom in so you can 
check focus easily.  If you wish you can see details of the histogram, blown 
highlights should you have them, and a number of other details of your image. 
You can also rate images although I am not sure whether this rating would 
ultimately be transferred to, or read by Lightroom, Photoshop or whatever is used 
for final destination.

Specifications:
LCD 4 inches with resolution of 640 x 480 (VGA)
24 bit colour
File support: jpeg, raw (for Epson, Nikon, Canon, Konica Minolta, Pentax, 
Olympus and Fuji Film) and Adobe DNG
Memory cards supported: CF (Type 1/11, 3.3v only) Microdrive, SD, MMC, 
MMCplus. Other cards are supported via CF adaptor (not included)
Weight 426 g (including battery) 
Size (LxHxD) 150 mm x 88.7x33.1 (excluding minor body protrusions)
Storage capacity: 40 Gb
Supported OS: Windows ME/2000/XP, Macintosh OS x 10.2 or later.
Power: Lithium-ion battery, AC adaptor DC input 5V (100-240V AC)
In addition to downloading cards you can transfer images from your computer and 
use it as a viewer. You can also transfer music and there is a built in mono speaker. 
I didn’t try these features.
In summary, this device rates full marks for sheer convenience and ease of use. 

Wellington Photographic Supplies charged me $999 but I believe the P3300 can be 
purchased more cheaply on Trade Me.

Suggested layout for George Chance bid

1. Drift Log 2. Estuary Morning

3. Fitzroy Foreshore 4. Still River

The club has submitted an entry for the George Chance Landscape 
Competition for 2007. Information for this competition was not received 
until about 10 days before closing date and club members were invited to 
bring potentially suitable images to the meeting held on Tuesday July 
24. A panel consisting of Neil Gordon, Peter Beddek, Ian Corder and 
Shona Jaray assessed the images and it was decided to submit a 
monochrome portfolio. The collection of four images is judged on how 
well it hangs together as a portfolio as well as the on the merits of each 
individual image. 

Drift Log and Still River are by Peter Beddek, Estuary Morning by 
Herman Visser and Fitzroy Foreshore by Neil Gordon.

Thanks to Peter Beddek who co-ordinated it all and ensured the entry was 
couriered to the competition organisers on time and to Tim Beere of 
Elizabeth Taylor Graphics for printing and matting.


