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Hi Everyone, 
A busy month with a lot of activities.  The matting workshop was a huge success; the landscape judging by 

Peter Bush was excellent, helped along by a range of earthy observations from Peter. The standard of the 

landscapes generally was very high with Peter awarding four Honours and 12 Highly Commended. 

 

Shooters have been busy with a daytrip to Efil Doog and a club field trip headed off to Foxton. 

 

We have just been advised that KCPS came fourth in the recent Wiltshire Cup competition.  Well done 

KCPS!! 

Neil’s comment —‖The photo was taken of a street musician in New 

Orleans in January, when I was there on business.  It is a good ex-

ample, I think, of what can be done with Lightroom and Photoshop 

“Jazzman” by Neil Gordon.   

Bronze Medal winner  in the 

Projected Image category at 

the recent Natex judging. 

 

Congratulations Neil—

brilliant result. 

 

(Natex is the National Exhibi-

tion of the Photographic Soci-

ety of New Zealand) 

 

Other Natex achievements on 

page 3 of this newsletter. 
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New Members 
 

Welcome to KCPS for the following new member: 

 

    Mike Brewer    

 

We hope you enjoy your membership of the Society.   

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Competition 
 

The ―Landscape‖ competition was judged by eminent photographer Peter Bush on Tuesday  25th March 

2008. 

 

Overall this competition recognized  4 Honours, 12 Highly Commended, 12 Merit and 14 Acceptance 

Awards.  Congratulations to all participants. 

 

Advanced Monochrome Prints 

 

Tora Beach   HON  Shona Jaray 

Denali Views  A  Neil Gordon 

Beach Buddies  HC  Ian Corder 

NZ Horizon  A  Peter Beddek 

City Sentinels  M  Karyn Crocker 

Salt of the Earth  HC  Shona Jaray 

Crumpled Land  A  Neil Gordon 

Beached Log  M  Peter Beddek 

Fox Glacier  HC  Mike Martin 

 

Advanced Colour Print 

 

Waikanae Sunset  M 

City of the Mist  A  Peter Ellis 

Going Up Central A  Neil Gordon 

Climbing the  

      Virgin Ridge  M  Karyn Crocker 

The Rain Forest  A  Mike Martin 

Laguna Colorada  M  Shona Jaray 

Taranaki View  A  Ian Corder 

Lake Tutira   HC  Peter Beddek 

Wanganui River  M  Gillian Corder 

Secret Garden  HC  Peter Ellis 

Church of the  

   Good Shepherd  HON  Neil Gordon 

Looking up the  

   Golden Horn  M  Karyn Crocker 

Storm Brewing  A  Shona Jaray 

Tongariro Winter  M  Ian Corder 

Lambton Harbour Late HC  Peter Beddek 

Intermediate Colour Print 

 

How Long this  

   Peaceful Dawn   HC Bernie Fraser 

Kata Tjuta (The Olgas)  HC Alan Thompson 

On Shore Raumati  HON Peter Knapp 

Mt Siguniang Shan  A Bernie Fraser 

Ubirr     A Alan Thompson 

 

 

Novice Colour Print 

 

High Path    M Glynda Martin 

 

 

Advanced Projected Images 

 

Beyond Tongariro  M Gillian Corder 

Large Pool 3 Waiotapu  A Gillian Corder 

Romsdalsfjiord   M Ian Corder 

Lusterfjiord   M Ian Corder 

Church in the Wilderness A Scott Stevenson 

Wetland    A Scott Stevenson 

Trees of the Forest  HC Peter Beddek 

Ocean Clouds   HON Peter Beddek 

Misty Reflections  A Shona Jaray 

Early Morning Glow  HC Shona Jaray 

Sheep Dog Country  HC Neil Gordon 

Egmont Shadow   HC Neil Gordon 
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NATEX Results 
By Shona Jaray 

 
Congratulations to Neil Gordon for achieving a Bronze Medal in the Open Projected Images section for 

―Jazzman‖. I think that extra credit is due for achieving Bronze with a portrait oriented, black and white 

image in the Projected Image section. 

 

Other results from Natex and congratulations to:- 

 

Peter Beddek achieved acceptances in the Open Print Section for 

―The Mail Box‖ 

―The Moth People‖ 

In the Open Projected Images Section for  

―The Lady Chapel‖ 

In the Nature Projected Images Section for 

―Blue Tongue‖ 

 

Shona Jaray achieved acceptances in the Open Print Section for 

―The Haunted Forest‖ 

―Peek-a-boo‖ 

 

According to John Casey who sent out the results – the standards were high and the judges were tough - so 

I think this is a great effort for a small club. 

 

These images can be viewed in the gallery section of our web site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshops 
 

The workshops seem to be enjoyed by all who attend; the emphasis being on participation.  March featured 

the matting workshop with the activities ranging from hands on matt cutting through to a demonstration of 

Herman Visser’s very professional set-up and Alan Thompson’s demonstration of his circular and oval matt 

cutter. 

 

The April workshop (22nd April 2008) will be on macro photography—not to be missed. 

From left—Peter Beddek, Debbie 
Ayres, Amanda (Potential member), 
Ralph Wilkinson and Shona Jaray at 
the matting workshop.   
 
Photo by Tim Abbott 

Peek-a-boo by Shona Jaray 
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Shooters 
 

The Shooters were out and about on Tuesday 18th March 2008, with a trip over the 

Akatarawas to ―Efil Doog‖  (Good Life backwards), a large garden, art gallery and 

outdoor art property on the Upper Hutt side of the hills. 

 

Five attended—Shona Jaray, Karyn Crocker, John Rockell, Alan Thompson and Peter 

Beddek.  We arrived at the gardens at 9am in order to get as much of the morning light 

as possible.  The weather turned on a beauty and shooting was good. 

 

If you have yet to request that your name goes on the Shooters contact list, please do so.  There is no re-

quirement to attend; but you might see something that appeals and coincides with your social calendar.  

Simply let Peter Beddek know that you would like to be on the list. You can read more about the Shooters 

concept in the March Newsletter. 

 

A cross section of images captured at Efil Doog: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Peter Beddek 

By Peter Beddek 

By John Rockell 

By Karyn Crocker 
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Foxton Field Trip. 
Shona Jaray 

 
Alan Thompson has been co-opted to organise regular field trips for KCPS and has been doing a great job. 

 

The first outing was Sunday 23rd March to Foxton which has a number of attractions of possible photo-

graphic interest  – the de Molen Windmill, Trolley and Tram Museum, Mavtech Cinema Photo and Gramo-

phone Museum, the Flax Museum and the Manawatu River Estuary which is a migration stop for Godwits 

and other birdlife. 

 

Additionally on this particular Sunday they were holding a fair and market day. Neil 

Gordon called to say that traffic was wall to wall, parking was at a premium and we 

would probably have to walk for miles. Well we proved him wrong which just goes 

to show that timing is everything – someone was pulling out of the perfect park just 

as we came along. 

 

The fair and market proved of most interest to most of us – an opportunity to grab 

people shots. Unfortunately the clouds disappeared and the sun came out – great for 

the people but not so great for photographing – still I am sure a few good shots were 

obtained. 

 

On to have a look at the estuary – midday by this time and very bright – godwits al-

ready gone I think. 

 

Five went on this field trip and the consensus of opinion would be that it was a great day out  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

by Ralph Wilkinson 

by Ralph Wilkinson 

by Shona Jaray 

by Peter Beddek 
by Neil Gordon 
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T-Shirts 

 
How about a club T-Shirt – show that you are a photographer and proud of it – more specifically a 
Kapiti Coast photographer. 
We’ll be sending off a bulk order, for all those that want them, immediately following the 8

th
 April 

meeting.  Get in now and give your order to Peter Beddek along with the money. 
 
Here’s what you get.  A 100% light cotton T with the Shooters logo on the left front chest. 
 

 
They come in a full range of sizes and in three colours – white, ash grey or black. 
 
 
Prices vary according to colour : 
 
  White  $NZ 20.00 each 
  Ash Grey  $NZ 25.00 each 
  Black  $NZ 30.00 each 
 
Pricing is for the most probable cost with shipping included and any surplus will be added to 
KCPS funds. 
 
Delivery time is approx 2 weeks (They are uploaded initially to a site in Massachusetts and then 
shipped from Belgium). 
 
 
The size range (dimensions in centimeters) is: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Get your order in now! 

Size 
S 
M 
L 

XL 
XXL 

Chest 
87-91 

96-101 
106-112 
116-121 
127-132 

Body Length 
68.5 
73.5 
76 
79 
80 
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The Kapiti Coast Photographic Society is proud to host 

An evening with Des Molloy and Dick Huurdeman of 

The Last Hurrah (Ctrl +Click for Web link) 

 

 

Des Molloy and Dick Huurdeman look like the sort of guys who should be se-

dately steering a sleigh in a Santa parade, not riding old single-banger British 

bikes half way across the world through some of the most difficult and remote 

terrain imaginable. Des's son Steve joined this intrepid pair as cameraman and 

general factotum for the highs and lows of an incident-packed three-month trek 

from Beijing to Arnhem on 'Penelope', a 1965 Yorkshire-made 650cc Panther, 

and 'Dutch Courage', a 1954 Norton 600. The route took them across the Northern

-most of the Old Silk Roads over the roof of the world through China, Mongolia, 

Kazakhstan, Pakistan, the burning deserts in Iran, Turkey, Greece, Italy, Germany 

and finally to Arnhem in Holland - over 18,000 kilometers. They did the last 

5,000 in about a week riding up to 12 hours a day! The journey was traumatic as 

it was inspiring! Was this idiocy or odyssey? Decide for yourself as you see Des 

Molloy's photographic presentation of their adventures and misadventures and 

meet with the intrepid duo. 

 

7.30pm, Tuesday 8th April 2008 

Presbyterian Church Hall, Ngaio Street, Waikanae 

$15.00 for non members 

Telephone Peter Beddek 04 298 8787 for tickets 

A new toilet cleaner on the market—from 
Peter Knapp 

Accompanied an ad on TradeMe for 
a microwave oven. 

http://www.thelasthurrah.co.nz/
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Processing without Photoshop 
Peter Beddek 
 

I have been undertaking some basic research in the past couple of weeks to see what photographic editing software is 

available FREE.  With the cost of purchasing Photoshop way up in the stratosphere there must be some alternative for 

those who have a moral reticence to going pirate. 

My undeclared brief was for software that could undertake all of the basic functions of crop, straighten, sharpen, ad-

just colours, redeye adjustment, contrast, fill light, and a reasonable range of effects.  It was also a requirement that 

the software in question was able to be operated without needing a degree in Information Technology, ie it had to be 

reasonably intuitive and easy to use. 

I have ended up with three program suites which meet or exceed the criteria I set.  These are  

   Picasa 2  from Google 

   Picnik from Picnik.com 

  and Gimpshop from Scott Moshella 

I have loaded and used all three, followed up reviews in the Internet and offer the following as my summation of 

each. 

Picasa 2 
Picasa 2 is more than just a processing suite.  It is a total image management package and perhaps has more in com-

mon with LightRoom in its approach than Photoshop. 

Here’s what PC Magazine had to say in a recent review: 

It's not just free. It's better than ever. This past summer, the ever-expanding Google empire ac-

quired Picasa, one of PC Magazine's favorite photo-management tools, and a week later, in keeping 

with its usual business strategy, the company quit charging for the application. Now, for the first 

time since the acquisition, Google has released a new version, Picasa 2.0, and we like it even more 

than before. 

With this release, Picasa is even easier to use for organizing, editing, and sharing your digital pho-

tos. Without leaving the application, you can now move photos across your Microsoft Windows file 

tree, add captions to your pictures, pan and zoom, and use 12 new lighting and color effects. You 

can also save photos to an external drive, burn them to a disc, or upload them to popular photo-

sharing Web sites. And that's just for starters. 

 

Click here to see the complete review:  http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,1759,1752155,00.asp  

 

Further reviews can be seen on Photo Organizing Software Review  HomePage and - http://

graphicssoft.about.com/cs/imagemanagement/gr/picasa.htm 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,1759,1752155,00.asp
http://photo-organizing-software-review.toptenreviews.com/
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Peter/My Documents/Datafiles/Word_Data/Photography/Processing Without Photoshop.doc
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Peter/My Documents/Datafiles/Word_Data/Photography/Processing Without Photoshop.doc
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This screen shows the basic editing features 

and gives an indication of the ease of use.  

You simply select and use.  One of the princi-

ple features of Picasa is that it is non-

destructive insofar as your original image 

files are concerned.  You can make all the 

changes you want and still not damage the 

original file. 

I found all of the features simple to use and 

was able to obtain the results I was seeking. 

 

One of Picasa’s prime attributes is the ability 

to load and maintain web albums, send im-

ages by email and to maintain blogs. 

The following is a web album that I set up following the KCPS Shooters trip to Efil Doog gardens on the 18th March 

2008. 

http://picasaweb.google.com/peter.beddek/EfilDoog?authkey=5HDBhpy84cc 

 
I enjoyed using Picasa and have retained it on my computer so that I can quickly process photos and load them to the 

web album for my daughter in Canada to view.  It is a good solution for those starting out in post processing. 

Picnik 
 

My second test was of ―Picnik‖ a web based 

suite of programs. 

Check out this review - http://

reviews.cnet.com/Picnik/4660-10619_7-

6692716.html  It has adverts but gives a fairly 

comprehensive movie review. 

To use ―Picnik‖ you need to set up an account 

and then you are away.  You upload your im-

age file and work on it within the web based 

programs.  And they are good.  I found them 

easy to use and had no problems at all. 

The basic version of ―Picnik‖ is free – this in-

cludes all of the crop, colour, straighten, 

sharpen, red-eye controls.  For this free version 

you do have to put up with all the adverts all over the page, plus there are some more advanced features (such as 

Curves) which are not available.  As you can see from the advert, the complete system costs $US24.95 per year. 

The best way to assess ―Picnik‖ is to try it.  You don’t need to load any software – its easy as! 

http://picasaweb.google.com/peter.beddek/EfilDoog?authkey=5HDBhpy84cc
http://reviews.cnet.com/Picnik/4660-10619_7-6692716.html
http://reviews.cnet.com/Picnik/4660-10619_7-6692716.html
http://reviews.cnet.com/Picnik/4660-10619_7-6692716.html
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Gimpshop 
I am aware that some folk within the KCPS have been looking at ―The Gimp‖ as an alternative to ―Photoshop‖.  I 

loaded ―The Gimp‖ and proceeded to give it as good a test as I could.  Trouble was I couldn’t find my way around it 

at all.  Nothing made sense. Then I came across a review of ―The Gimp‖ which included the following : 

I think the biggest complaints I hear about the Gimp are from long-time Photoshop users. If you think about 

it, this makes a lot of sense. It would be like an American driving a car in Great Britian, or a woman stand-

ing to pee. Everything still does what it's supposed to do, but nothing is where you expect it to be. 

If you ask one of the Gimp developers, they will tell you that it is as they intended. The Gimp was not in-

tended to be another Photoshop clone. As a matter of fact, the Gimp developers got mightily pissed when they 

heard about Gimpshop, a project to change the hierarchial menus in the Gimp to more closely resemble 

those of Photoshop. 

The thing is, the Gimp is not Photoshop. If you're a long-time Photoshop user, the Gimp is going to feel 

weird. Things are not in the same places and sometimes they're called different things, but you can still get 

the same things accomplished, visually, as long as you're not hoping to get your images commercially 

printed. 

Update: I am, literally, sick of all of the emails about how the Gimp sucks because its UI doesn't closely 

mimic Photoshop. If you are one of these people, go here and download Gimpshop. 

In the spirit of full disclosure, Gimpshop is basically a rewrite of the XML files that generate the menus to be 

more Photoshop-like, and a shortcut file to remap the shortcuts to match Photoshop and a script that puts all 

of the Gimp's windows in one big window. That's it. There is no magic. It merely reaffirms what I've said 

above, the Gimp is not Photoshop, it was not intended to be a Photoshop clone, things are going to feel weird 

 

The full review is at  - http://

grimthing.com/

archives/2007/01/11/

Gimp_vs_Photoshop/ 

I must profess to being totally 

―Photoshop‖ oriented and found it 

frustrating trying to relearn a differ-

ent set of instructions.  I fully accept 

what the reviewer above says about 

―The Gimp‖ not being intended as a 

―Photoshop‖ clone, however I also 

feel that there are potential problems 

for those who do take the time to 

learn the Gimp system.  There is no 

doubt that ―Photoshop‖ has become a 

default standard in the photographic 

world.  Seminars on Post Processing 

use ―Photoshop‖ as the benchmark and describe adjustment processes in terms of ―Photoshop‖.  I feel that it is going 

to be very difficult for a first time user to run ―The Gimp‖ and attempt to translate examples given for ―Photoshop‖. 

The review above had, for me, the answer – ―Gimpshop‖.  I loaded it and like it.  ―Gimpshop‖ is ―The Gimp‖ in 

―Photoshop‖ clothing.  It uses all of the ―Photoshop‖ menus and command shortcuts with ―The Gimp‖ applications.  I 

was able to do 95% of what I would do in ―Photoshop‖.  The program has all the sophisticated applications such as 

Layers, blending and the like and can be operated pretty much as ―Photoshop‖. 

I do have one reservation about both ―The Gimp‖ and ―Gimpshop‖.  They are both open source applications, meaning 

that the software is available to anyone to play around with as they wish.  As such the setup procedures are not as 

robust as those from commercial applications.  I feel that a user needs to be reasonably proficient at setting up pro-

grams on the computer or to have access to someone with those skills. 

http://grimthing.com/archives/2007/01/11/Gimp_vs_Photoshop/
http://grimthing.com/archives/2007/01/11/Gimp_vs_Photoshop/
http://grimthing.com/archives/2007/01/11/Gimp_vs_Photoshop/
http://grimthing.com/archives/2007/01/11/Gimp_vs_Photoshop/


11 

If you want to do what ―Photoshop‖ can do then, in my opinion, ―Gimpshop‖ has all the advantages, especially the 

FREE bit! 

Recommendations 
 

I like, and used, all of these applications successfully.  They are all FREE, zilch, zero cost and legitimately so. And 

they all seem to have their own niche. 

If you looking for a web based application that can post to web albums, emails etc and you don’t want the soft-

ware on your own computer then ―Picnik‖ will do the job.  It has excellent features and is fast in use. One of 

the real advantages of ―Picnik‖ is that you can use it from any computer. 

―Picasa 2‖ would be my pick for overall image management and basic processing. When it is first loaded 

―Picasa‖ searches the computer for all images and maintains a library listing.  It combines the image manage-

ment functionality of ―Lightroom‖ and excellent initial processing capabilities. 

―Gimpshop‖ is the higher level application that will do almost everything that can be achieved in ―Photoshop‖ It 

comes with a small proviso in respect of loading programs and add-ons but once over that small hurdle, is an 

excellent photo processing application.  The ―Gimpshop‖ version provides for a better means of communicat-

ing in a ―Photoshop‖ environment than the original ―The Gimp‖. 

At the end of the day they are all FREE.  Try them all and see what suits your needs best.  Alternatively start with the 

web based ―Picnik‖ and progress to ―Picasa 2‖ and then on to ―Gimpshop‖ as your processing ability grows. 

Las Vegies—a fence in Bulls—Photo by Tim Abbott 
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Shooter Spots 
 

If you are always thinking of places to go to get some good shots, here are some suggested spots and loca-

tions you might like to try. 

 

The links provided are to Google Maps with the actual location indicated.  Pressing CTRL and clicking on 

the highlighted address will take you to the particular location on Google Maps on the Internet.  You can 

zoom in or out to identify approach roads etc. 

 

Waikanae Estuary http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-

40.871777,175.007915&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=16&sll=-40.871761,175.007937&sspn=0.007237,0.013454&ie=UTF8&ll=-

40.867087,175.009761&spn=0.014474,0.026908&z=15&iwloc=ddw0 

Otaki River mouth http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=4820359700471642616,-40.753410,175.107620&saddr=-

40.752004,175.107479&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-40.753109,175.111985&sspn=0.014499,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-

40.753759,175.112114&spn=0.028998,0.053816&z=14 

Maungakutukutuku Forest http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-

40.929337,175.039759&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-40.930796,175.036798&sspn=0.01446,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-

40.939712,175.01152&spn=0.057834,0.107632&z=13 

Otaki Gorge  http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-

40.874616,175.2285&daddr=&mra=mi&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-40.873059,175.229101&sspn=0.014473,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-

40.872118,175.223265&spn=0.028947,0.053816&z=14 

Kaitoke Forest Park http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-

41.069613,175.199018&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-41.068837,175.1967&sspn=0.01443,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-

41.084009,175.164127&spn=0.057708,0.107632&z=13 

 

 

 

Exhibitions 
 

Suzie Mills Brian Ranford Law Offices, SH1 Waikanae 

 

6th April to 15th May 2008 ―South America—People and Places‖  Photography by Shona Jaray. A collec-

tion of images from her tour of Peru, Bolivia and Chile last year.  

 

 

Andris Apse at City Gallery 
 

The Wellington Photographic Society is hosting an evening with Andris Apse at 7.30pm on Monday, 14 

April at the Wellington City Gallery. Everyone interested in photography is welcome to come along. Tick-

ets cost $15. For more information or to secure your ticket, please contact Liga Rodgers by e-mail: 

liga@xtra.co.nz, phone (04) 478 9694 or mobile: 027 421 2480. 

 

 

Pataka Gallery, Porirua 

 

Until 22 June 2008, Water on Water—Kiribati in Crisis.  Photographs by Tony Wincup 

 

The purpose of this exhibition is to provoke thought about the devastating effects that climate change could 

have upon those living on the outer islands of Kiribati. The lives and communities on these tiny coral atolls 

are the human and personal face of the economic and political debates of Kyoto, Bali and beyond.  There 

are some shots in this exhibition that will blow you away!  

http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-40.871777,175.007915&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=16&sll=-40.871761,175.007937&sspn=0.007237,0.013454&ie=UTF8&ll=-40.867087,175.009761&spn=0.014474,0.026908&z=15&iwloc=ddw0
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-40.871777,175.007915&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=16&sll=-40.871761,175.007937&sspn=0.007237,0.013454&ie=UTF8&ll=-40.867087,175.009761&spn=0.014474,0.026908&z=15&iwloc=ddw0
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-40.871777,175.007915&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=16&sll=-40.871761,175.007937&sspn=0.007237,0.013454&ie=UTF8&ll=-40.867087,175.009761&spn=0.014474,0.026908&z=15&iwloc=ddw0
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=4820359700471642616,-40.753410,175.107620&saddr=-40.752004,175.107479&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-40.753109,175.111985&sspn=0.014499,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-40.753759,175.112114&spn=0.028998,0.053816&z=
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=4820359700471642616,-40.753410,175.107620&saddr=-40.752004,175.107479&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-40.753109,175.111985&sspn=0.014499,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-40.753759,175.112114&spn=0.028998,0.053816&z=
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=4820359700471642616,-40.753410,175.107620&saddr=-40.752004,175.107479&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-40.753109,175.111985&sspn=0.014499,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-40.753759,175.112114&spn=0.028998,0.053816&z=
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-40.929337,175.039759&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-40.930796,175.036798&sspn=0.01446,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-40.939712,175.01152&spn=0.057834,0.107632&z=13
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-40.929337,175.039759&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-40.930796,175.036798&sspn=0.01446,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-40.939712,175.01152&spn=0.057834,0.107632&z=13
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-40.929337,175.039759&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-40.930796,175.036798&sspn=0.01446,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-40.939712,175.01152&spn=0.057834,0.107632&z=13
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-40.874616,175.2285&daddr=&mra=mi&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-40.873059,175.229101&sspn=0.014473,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-40.872118,175.223265&spn=0.028947,0.053816&z=14
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-40.874616,175.2285&daddr=&mra=mi&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-40.873059,175.229101&sspn=0.014473,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-40.872118,175.223265&spn=0.028947,0.053816&z=14
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-40.874616,175.2285&daddr=&mra=mi&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-40.873059,175.229101&sspn=0.014473,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-40.872118,175.223265&spn=0.028947,0.053816&z=14
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-41.069613,175.199018&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-41.068837,175.1967&sspn=0.01443,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-41.084009,175.164127&spn=0.057708,0.107632&z=13
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-41.069613,175.199018&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-41.068837,175.1967&sspn=0.01443,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-41.084009,175.164127&spn=0.057708,0.107632&z=13
http://maps.google.co.nz/maps?f=d&hl=en&geocode=&saddr=-41.069613,175.199018&daddr=&mra=dme&mrcr=0&mrsp=0&sz=15&sll=-41.068837,175.1967&sspn=0.01443,0.026908&ie=UTF8&ll=-41.084009,175.164127&spn=0.057708,0.107632&z=13
mailto:liga@xtra.co.nz
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Nothing New Under the Sun! 
Peter Ellis 

 

Some Post Processing group members may remember my discussing a new idea for a digital camera with a 

huge array of tiny plano-convex lenses mounted on top of the sensor chip, each focusing on a small sub-

array of pixels.  The main lens could then be dispensed with and focusing would become unnecessary be-

cause everything more than (say) one centimeter away would be automatically in focus.  The full picture 

would be electronically assembled within the camera. 

Well, here it is!  My daughter found this on the Web the other day and sent me the Web address.  To know 

more, go to:  http://www.physorg.com/news125159442.html  

 

“Stanford researchers developing 3-D camera with 12,616 lenses” 

The camera you own has one main lens and produces a flat, two-dimensional photograph, whether you hold 

it in your hand or view it on your computer screen. On the other hand, a camera with two lenses (or two 

cameras placed apart from each other) can take more interesting 3-D photos. 

But what if your digital camera saw the world through thousands of tiny 

lenses, each a miniature camera unto itself? You'd get a 2-D photo, but 

you'd also get something potentially more valuable: an electronic "depth 

map" containing the distance from the camera to every object in the pic-

ture, a kind of super 3-D.  

Stanford electronics researchers, lead by electrical engineering Professor 

Abbas El Gamal, are developing such a camera, built around their "multi-

aperture image sensor." They've shrunk the pixels on the sensor to 0.7 

microns, several times smaller than pixels in standard digital cameras. 

They've grouped the pixels in arrays of 256 pixels each, and they're pre-

paring to place a tiny lens atop each array.  

It's like having a lot of cameras on a single chip," said Keith Fife, a 

graduate student working with El Gamal and another electrical engineer-

ing professor, H.-S. Philip Wong. In fact, if their prototype 3-megapixel 

chip had all its micro lenses in place, they would add up to 12,616 

"cameras."  

Point such a camera at someone's face, and it would, in addition to taking a photo, precisely record the dis-

tances to the subject's eyes, nose, ears, chin, etc. One obvious potential use of the technology: facial recog-

nition for security purposes.  

But there are a number of other possibilities for a depth-information camera: biological imaging, 3-D print-

ing, creation of 3-D objects or people to inhabit virtual worlds, or 3-D modeling of buildings.  

The technology is expected to produce a photo in which almost everything, near or far, is in focus. But it 

would be possible to selectively defocus parts of the photo after the fact, using editing software on a com-

puter. 

Knowing the exact distance to an object might give robots better spatial vision than humans and allow them 

to perform delicate tasks now beyond their abilities. "People are coming up with many things they might do 

with this," Fife said. The three researchers published a paper on their work in the February edition of the 

IEEE ISSCC Digest of Technical Papers.  

Their multi-aperture camera would look and feel like an ordinary camera, or even a smaller cell phone cam-

era. The cell phone aspect is important, Fife said, given that "the majority of the cameras in the world are 

now on phones."  

 

http://www.physorg.com/news125159442.html
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Clippings 
 

Here’s a web site with a difference—photography at its best.  http://www.libo.ru/f7476.html  Mar-

shall Marsden sent it in.  The total presentation, music and all is fantastic. 

 

Neil Gordon has sent through an address for the new ―Photoshop Express‖  http://

www.photoshop.com/express.  I tried to get into it but had difficulties.  This is a beta test version 

which may explain the problems.  Have a try and see for yourself. 

 

The Post Processing Group meeting on 1st April 2008 will be based on the FREE software reviewed 

in this issue’s article ―Processing without Photoshop‖.  Note this meeting will be at 7.30pm at Eliza-

beth Taylor Graphics at Amohia Street, Paraparaumu.  All welcome. 

OOPS! - there are occasions when having a photographic record may not be as important as 
some assistance from the photographer at the time  - from the Internet 

Good Shooting! 
From stand-in Editor Peter Beddek 

And Finally... 

http://www.libo.ru/f7476.html
http://www.photoshop.com/express
http://www.photoshop.com/express

