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October 2008 

Hi Everyone 
 

.Spring is sprung 

The grass is riz 

I wonders where the flowers is!!! 

If you have been in to see the tulips at the Wellington Botanical 

Gardens, you will understand the sentiment exactly.  They are ab-

solutely magnificent. If you haven’t seen them, don’t miss them. 

We have adopted a floral theme for this month’s newsletter.  

Flowers are a great training ground for photographers.  They have 

infinite patience while you figure out the workings of your camera 

and your artistic leanings.  More inside. 

Tulips in Wellington Botanical Gardens - By Peter Beddek 
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Competitions Calendar 
 

A summary of KCPS and national competitions coming up in the next three months. 

 

 

 

External Competitions 
 

Congratulations to Neil Gordon for Acceptances in the Laurie Thomas NZ Landscape Salon for his images 

“Church of the Good Shepherd” and “Pencarrow”.  This is a prestige competition and an acceptance here 

puts you in the top stream. 

 

 

**** 

Date Competition Details 

14 October Architecture KCPS theme competition 

11 November Best of Year KCPS Competition—from images pre-
sented during the year. 

31st January 2009 Focus on Flowers Christchurch—Garden City Trust 

Taken at the Sakura (Cherry Blossom) Festival at the International Pacific College— 
a field trip from the Regional Photographic Convention held in Palmerston North,  

19th to 21st September 2008.   
It was the Air Nikes that got me (Look closely at the high heels).  By Peter Beddek 
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Intermediate Projected Image 

 

Gone with the Wind M  Peter Knapp 

Twister   HC  Ian Linning 

 

Advanced Projected Images 

 

Baby Baby   M  Peter Beddek 

Yellow Rose  M  Peter Beddek 

On Golden Pond  A  Scott Stevenson 

Golden Eye  A  Shona Jaray 

End of Days  A  Shona Jaray 

Show me the Way 

 to Go Home—1  A  Clive Baker 

Show me the Way 

 to Go Home—2  M  Clive Baker 

Reflections   A  Neil Gordon 

Silence of the Lamb HON  Neil Gordon 

Sophies Choice  M  Colleen Famularo 

 

 

Neil Gordon’s “Silence of the Lamb” was voted 

Members Choice. 

 

As per usual all images receiving Honours and 

Highly Commended awards are displayed in the  

Gallery section of the Web site.    

Novice Colour Print 

 

Waterfall   M  Roger Holdaway 

 

Intermediate Colour Print 

 

White Thorn  HC  Brian Gray 

Kapiti Island  HC  Pam Aitken 

 

Advanced Monochrome Prints 

 

Black and White  A  Shona Jaray 

Knights of the  

Round Table  HON  Peter Beddek 

A Simple Wish  M  Shoona Jaray 

Casey Jones  HC  Peter Beddek 

 

 

Advanced Colour Print 

 

Long John Silver  HC  Peter Beddek 

Fruit Salads to Die For A  Scott Stevenson 

Autumn Tale  M  Shona Jaray 

Red Dawn   M  Karyn Crocker 

A New Leaf  HC  Peter Beddek 

Jurassic Park  HC  Peter Ellis 

Broken Window  A  Karyn Crocker 

Forsaken   A  Shona Jaray 

 

“Title” Competition 
 

The “Title” competition was judged by Warren Jones from Palmerston North on Tuesday  23rd September 

2008.  Warren is a very proficient judge and was well received with his comments and suggestions for im-

provement. 

 

Overall this competition recognized  2 Honours, 8 Highly Commended, 8 Merit and 8 Acceptance Awards.  

Entries came from 12 different photographers.  Congratulations to all participants. 

Knights of the Round Table - by Peter Beddek Silence of the Lamb -  by Neil Gordon 
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White Thorn—by Brian Gray 

Members Images 
 
A selection of member’s images on the floral theme. 

Day lily - by Tim Abbott 

Gerbera Triptych - by Peter Beddek 

Blue Iris - by John Rockell 
Daffodil  -  by Max Kempson 
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Exhibitions 
 
 

 

Otaki Museum, 49 Main Street, Otaki 
 

Until November 8th—Biscuits—Cookies, Crackers and Gingernuts—Alan Knowles 

 

Photographer Alan Knowles’ art exhibition takes the biscuit. 

 

Knowles had viewed the world of biscuit-making at the Griffins Foods factory through the viewfinder of 

his Hasselblad camera. The resulting photographs are the subject of the exhibition at the Otaki Heritage 

Bank Museum, Main Street, Otaki. 

 

 

Sardine Tins, Tupperware and Coke Cans: Fiona Hall at City Gallery 
 

City Gallery Wellington presents Fiona Hall: Force Field from July 12, an in-depth survey of the work of 

one of Australia’s leading and most innovative artists. Sculpture, installation, photography and video works 

from the 1970s to the present. It also includes a major body of new work inspired by Hall’s travels in 
New Zealand. 
 

12 July (from noon) until 19 October; admission: FREE  
City Gallery Wellington 
 
http://www.citygallery.org.nz 
 

AGM 
 

 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on the 14th October 2008. 

 

Following the necessary formalities Tim Abbott will be giving an illustrated talk on aspects of photography 

not usually associated with club work. 

 

Many will be aware that photographic societies and camera clubs are directed more towards exhibition style 

photography.  Tim’s talk will highlight the other directions that are possible in photography.  This is not to 

be missed as Tim is both an experienced photographer, editor and presenter with a lifetime of experience to 

share.  

 

 

Christmas Party 
 

Sunday 30th November is the date to put in your diary now.  KCPS Christmas function will be a BBQ at 

President Shona Jaray’s home in Reikorangi. 

 

More details closer to the time—but do make sure you diary the date now. 

http://www.citygallery.org.nz
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Bokeh 
Edited by Peter Beddek 
 

“While sharpness is an essential and sought after part of most photographs, the creative 
use of background blur (and Bokeh) can often be a very useful compositional element. 
 
 
There are two main properties of background blur, the shape (or quality) and the size (or quan-
tity). 
 
The quality of the blur has come to be known as "bokeh". The origin of the term is from the Japa-

nese word which in romaji (english characters) is spelled "boke" ( pronounced bo-keh) and 
which means "fuzzy", but usually in the sense of "touched in the head" or "senile". It can also be 
used to describe someone who says stupid things, or makes silly mistakes. However in the world 
of photography Bokeh has come to be used to refer to the fuzzy or confused nature of out of fo-
cus areas in photographs. Are they smooth and uniform or are they some other shape and tex-
ture? Smooth, uniform, aesthetically pleasing blur is  "good" Bokeh while blur which shows evi-
dence of ugly shape and structure is "bad" Bokeh.” 
 

This excerpt is from an article by Bob Atkins, the complete version of which can be seen at  http://

www.bobatkins.com/photography/technical/bokeh.html   I found this a very good introductory article and 

recommend it as a starter.  There is a lot more to bokeh than just fuzzy backgrounds—a lot of what you can 

do is dependent upon your lens and its ability to handle the out of focus light. 

 

At the end of this article I have listed URLs for a number of good sites with ideas and explanations regard-

ing Bokeh.  I have checked them all out and recommend them.  Here are a few images of mine. 

 

 

<<<  Strictly botanical—this shot offers no background 

at all and, in my opinion, is basically lacking in character 

because of that (although it did rather well in last years 

“Focus on Flowers). 

It’s not just a matter of blurring the background.  

This shot shows that an incompatible back-

ground can detract from a shot.  Here it is fight-

ing with the tulip buds for attention.    >>> 

Photographing flowers is a great way to learn your camera and the basics of the art.  Flowers  
have many advantages in that they don’t answer back; generally keep fairly still or can be picked 

and posed as you wish.  They are an ideal subject on which to experiment with composition, 
depth of field, lighting, bokeh, colour etc etc.  And Spring is the best time to find them. 

http://www.bobatkins.com/photography/technical/bokeh.html
http://www.bobatkins.com/photography/technical/bokeh.html
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Bokeh (cont’d) 

<<<  I don’t offer this as being a particularly good 

shot, however it does demonstrate some bokeh that is 

quite different.  The photo is of a cactus leaf, taken 

out doors and handheld at f2.8.  Apart from the tip, 

the leaf has a series of thorns down its side and these 

have caught the light.  This has resulted in a bokeh of 

small circles, that to me looks quite attractive.  Still it 

is a personal thing and you may well disagree. 

The emerging buds stand out from a well developed bokeh 

of small flowers in the background that have resolved to 

circles of blurred light (f4).     >>> 

The following web sites give a good overview of “bokeh”.  Just click on them. 

 

 

http://www.vanwalree.com/optics/bokeh.html   -   Good technical explanation 

http://www.luminous-landscape.com/columns/sm-04-04-04.shtml  - photographic outcomes 

http://www.bobatkins.com/photography/technical/bokeh_background_blur.html  -  very technical 

<<< “Yesterday’s Angel” covers the whole gamut with 

blurred flowers in the foreground to a background bokeh 

that has created circles of light. 

http://www.vanwalree.com/optics/bokeh.html
http://www.luminous-landscape.com/columns/sm-04-04-04.shtml
http://www.bobatkins.com/photography/technical/bokeh_background_blur.html
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Clippings 
 

A tribute to John Rockell’s fine performance at the Regional Convention Dinner in Palmerston North.  

Never has the William Tell Overture been performed with such gusto from the cellos. 

 

With all the hoo ha about the nude bathing on our beaches, you may have to be careful where you 

take your camera from now on. 

 

Guess who was delighted that Kodak, following the raft of new digital camera at Photokina, had re-

leased a new film!!  Stand up Mike Martin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And Finally…from  
 
http://www.visualjokes.com/d/plan.html 

 

Say cheese…... 

 
 
 

This little gem from Monteiths Bar in Khandallah. 

http://www.visualjokes.com/d/plan.html

