
President’s*Report*2012*
It’s been a very good year for the Kapiti Coast Photographic 
Society: 
 

• We are now well settled in to our new venue at the 
Otaihanga Boating Club (OBC) 

• We’ve had an excellent programme, with good attendance at meetings 
• The Development Group worked well in our new venue, with lots of hands-on sessions 
• A new online system was set up for submitting salon entries, and participation in salons has 

increased 
• Membership has risen from 50 to 58 members, in large part as a result of the Open Day held in 

the middle of the year 
• Members are well informed on activities through regular blog posts on the website kcps.org.nz 
• KCPS came second in the national PSNZ Bledisloe Cup print competition 
• KCPS came third in the Central Regional Digital Interclub competition  
• Finances are in good shape; subscriptions are recommended to be held at current levels 

Programme*

This was very well managed by Brian Gray, together with Karyn Crocker dealing with all the competition 
entries (and catering). Besides our four seasonal salons we also held the Frank Hinchcliff competition, 
and the “best of year” will be judged at the end of year dinner on 26 November.  

Development*Group*

Lots of people contributed to this working well through the year – it was good to have the OBC as a 
proper venue.  Thanks to Murray Woolcock initially, and then Hugh Scott, Carol Molineux, Rod Carter, 
Ian Linning, Peter Ellis and others who contributed and took part in sessions which were very much 
hands on. 

Monochrome*Darkroom*Group**

This continued to hold regular meetings during the year, under the leadership of Mike Martin. 

Open*Day*

The weather may have been a bit miserable outside for our first ever Open Day on 15 July, but the 
atmosphere was warm and friendly inside.  People started arriving right on noon and kept coming. We 
had around fifty visitors during the afternoon, who all had the chance to meet some of our members, see 
and hear what we do, and get some advice on photography. We had five new members sign up as a 
result. 

Salons*

These operated under new rules this year, with the monochrome print category having been dropped, 
and new sizing of up to 1600 by 1200 pixels. A new online system was put in place for submitting 
entries. There was an increase in the number of entries – particularly from the novice grade, which was 
very pleasing. The graph below shows the number of digital image entries for the last three years. 



 
 

 

 

A big thank you for the hard work and thoughtful comments from our judges over the year – Bruce 
Girdwood, Tony Whincup, John Boyd, Murry Cave, Ian Rotherham and Simon Woolf. 

External*Successes*

KCPS came second in the national Bledisloe Cup. We also came third in the Central Regional Interclub 
Digital competition (which means our entry goes forward for consideration for the 2013 Wiltshire Cup).  
 
Amongst the successes by members in New Zealand competitions and salons over the last twelve 
months were: 
 

• Dunedin Festival 2011 acceptances – Ian Linning (including an Honours), Carol Molineux 
(including an Honours) and Peter Beddek 

• NATEX acceptances – Shona Jaray and Neil Gordon 
• Canon Online – Shona Jaray (5th in Round 1 for 2012) 
• Laurie Thomas Landscape acceptances – Peter Beddek, Michael Martin and Neil Gordon 
• North Shore Salon acceptances – Shona Jaray (including an Honours and a Highly 

Commended), Neil Gordon (including a Highly Commended) and Hugh Scott 
• New Brighton Photojournalism acceptances – Shona Jaray (including an Honours) 
• Nelson National Triptych acceptances – Shona Jaray, Alison Viskovic and Peter Beddek 
• Central Regional Salon acceptances – Carol Molineux (including Champion Nature Print), Neil 

Gordon (including a Highly Commended) and Hugh Scott  
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Matiu/Somes*Island*Trip*

A dozen people very much enjoyed an overnight stay on Matiu/Somes Island in October. This was a 
unique opportunity to enjoy a special place with dramatic weather, and lots of wonderful imagery 
resulted.  An audio-visual with a selection of images will be shown at the AGM. Thanks to Carol 
Molineux for masterminding this, and to her, Ian and Sandra Linning for organising it all 

Committee*

The committee does a lot of work behind the scenes to organise all the activities for the society and its 
members. I’m very grateful to all of them, as well as many other members who willingly pitch in, and help 
setting up and then cleaning up at the OBC meetings. 
 
Murry Woolcock and Stephen Massey stepped down from the committee in April because of other 
commitments. We were sorry to see them go but very thankful for what they did do during their tenure. 
 
It was very kind of Carol Molineux to agree to be co-opted on to the committee in April – she has 
proven to be a very valuable addition, and I’m pleased she’s willing to continue on the committee. 
 
Karyn Crocker has also agreed to stand again – thank goodness. We’d be lost without her. 
 
Brian Gray is standing down after doing a thoroughly professional and gentlemanly job of organising the 
programme, and making sure the judges and speakers actually turn up. 
 
Debbie Ayres is also standing down after many years as the Newsletter Editor; although that role faded 
with the blog, she continued to be very active and helpful on many other committee activities, including 
events such as the End of Year and the Open Day. 
 
This year marks the conclusion of Peter Beddek’s term as immediate Past President, and his six years 
on the committee. Peter has been enormously influential on all the changes and improvements over 
many years, resulting in the revitalised Kapiti Coast Photographic Society of 2012. Thank you on behalf 
of all of us, Peter and Katie – and best wishes for the future. 
 
Finally, Ian Linning has been a huge support to me.  He’s been way too busy as vice President as well 
as Secretary/Treasurer – we do need “new blood” on the committee to take on these and other roles. I 
wish Ian well as the incoming President, and offer him my own support in gratitude for all he’s done to 
help me. 
 

 
Neil Gordon, President KCPS     5 November 2012 


